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Surprise guest 
for bellringers 

BLAIR FAMILY JOIN ‘RING IN’ OF NEW 
BELLS IN CHEQUERS CHURCH PAGE 7 




Bringing new life to old building 



THE Archbishop of Canterbury 
visited Wantage on Ascension 
Day for the official opening of the 
Butler Centre for education, 
which provides wraparound care 
for children from two years.. 

The centre is housed in the 
Victorian infant school building. 
The school left the site for a new 
building in 2003, and the vision 



for the Butler Centre came from 
members of SS Peter and Paul 
church in the centre of the town. 

It now comprises a nursery for 
children from two to foui^ and a 
breakfast and after school club 
for older children. 

The archbishop said he was 
‘delighted to see what could be 
done by the church and commu- 



nity working in harmony, with 
imagination. 

‘In a community like this rela- 
tionships between families and 
the wider community is still, 
thank God, possible. This centre 
is a concrete witness to that. This 
is a place that belongs to every- 
one, it is a sign of hope.’ 

(continued on page 2) 



Vicar gives classes 
in Christianity at 
Islamic school 

Bernhard Schunemann, priest in charge of Littlemore, has been invit- 
ed by the Islamic Iqra school to give lessons in Christianity to its stu- 
dents. Headteacher Mrs Sayeed says the school took the unusual step 
of inviting a priest in to allow the girls to understand more about 
other faiths. She says: 'The girls found it really interesting and it 
helped them understand more about Christianity, and Anglicanism/ 
Below, Bernhard writes of the fascinating insights he gained during 
his period teaching at the school. 



TO my surprise and delight I 
found myself invited to teach 
some RE classes in the Iqra 
Muslim School. This school 
has recently started up as a 
result of the closure of 
Milham Ford School for girls. 
The head teacher of this new 
Muslim school had in fact 
been a senior teacher at 
Milham Ford. The girls are 
taught a normal curriculum 
plus quite a lot of Arabic and 
the Koran. They have a small 
prayer-room in the school 
where regular prayers are 
held. The 50 or so students 
come from all over Oxford 
and many different ethnic 
backgrounds. Some of the 
girls I recognised as previous- 
ly having been in my Church 
of England School in 



Littlemore. And what was 
even more striking was that 

'They asked me why it 
was that when western- 
ers saw a veiled nun they 
appear to think to them- 
selves 'what a holy and 
self-sacrificing woman 7 
but when they see a 
veiled Muslim woman 
they think to themselves 
'Oh, look, how the 
Muslims oppress their 
womenfolk 7 

there were some, quite out- 
spoken about their Muslim 
faith, who had converted to 



Islam from a previously 
church-going Christian back- 
ground. My brief was to teach 
Christianity. It was on 
Wednesday in Holy Week that 
I taught my first lesson there: 
a presentation of the 
Christian faith followed by 
questions. I began by saying 
that it was likely that they 
already knew more about 
Christianity than I did about 
Islam, and I was right. They 
were extremely well informed 
about what Christians 
believed and especially they 
knew much about Jesus, 
whom they are taught to 
respect very deeply. It was a 
lively lesson covering 
Christian beliefs about Jesus 
continued on page 3, with 
photo 
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(continued from page 1) 

‘If the church cannot provide 
a place for everyone, I don't 
know who can, or what the 
church thinks it should be 
doing,’ he said. 

He toured the nursery and 
after-school clubs, joining in for 
a game of table football and 
helping youngsters with word 
puzzles before praising staff and 
churchgoers for their commit- 
ment to the centre. He told the 
Door that centres like these were 
‘not about replacing families, 
but helping them’ and urged the 
Government to develop family 



friendly policies. He said his 
own two children had used 
nurseries on occasion, while his 
wife Jane worked part-time. 

Chairman of the centre, 
Alastair Hunter, said: ‘The 
centre was about putting our 
Christian beliefs into practice 
and really reaching out to the 
community. What we are try- 
ing to do is to help parents in 
their lives today.’ 

He thanked all those who 
had prayed for the centre, and 
Anne Cheeseman, the centre 
manager. For more photos see 
www. door newspaper, com 




Why I support making 
poverty history 



MARGARET Hebblethwaite is best-known as the former 
Assistant Editor of the international Catholic weekly, The 
Tablet, a position she held for ten years until 2000. Since then 
she has lived and worked in a Basic Christian community in 
Paraguay, as a freelance missionary. She is an author of several 
books and still writes for the Tablet, most recently covering the 
election of the new Pope. She is a leading Catholic journalist and 
feminist writer. The Door caught up with her while she stayed 
in Oxford, before flying back out to Paraguay. 

She said: ‘I want to make poverty history because I have 
friends in Paraguay, where I live, who are poor and I see how 
unfair it is. They are so good, so generous, so talented, and it is 
just not right that they should never be able to dig themselves 
out the trough they are in, where they live from hand to mouth.* 
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Join the rallies for 
MakePovertyHistory 



TOWNS and villages around 
our diocese will be playing 
their part this month in the 
campaign to make poverty 
history. 

In Milton Keynes, a huge 
effort is underway to collect 
20,000 signatures and white 
bands are to be wrapped 
around significant buildings 
including Cornerstone 
Church, the shopping centre 
and the peace pagoda. There 
will also be a public rally on 
Saturday 25 June in the city 
gardens behind Christ the 
Cornerstone, between 2 - 
4pm. There will be music and 
speakers, and the symbolic 
‘sending off’ of the signatures 
to Edinburgh, where a week 
later hundreds of thousands 
are expected to gather to 
demonstrate in support of the 
campaign, as world leaders 
gather for the G8 summit. 

In Abingdon, supporters of 
the campaign are planning a 
water walk, also on 25 June, 
through the centre of town. 



The walk, which will begin at 
Abingdon Baptist Church in 
Ock Street at 2pm, is inspired 
by the story of Joyce Mbwilo, 
a Tearfund partner in 
Tanzania, who had to walk 
more than 5,000 miles a year 
just to collect water. For more 
information contact 01235 
550467. 

Three events are planned in 
Oxford. On 8 June a human 
‘white band’ will form around 
the Radcliffe Camera. Email 
Lara Hares at lhares@chris- 
tian-aid.org. On 18 June, 
‘Edinburgh in Oxford’ will 
bring the demo to those who 
can’t travel up to the G8 sum- 
mit. There will be stalls and 
speakers. Contact ccowin- 
fo@fish.co.uk. 

Finally, on 24 June, cyclists 
leave Oxford to head off for 
Edinburgh. Leaving from 
Oxfam House, Summertown 
at 5pm to arrive in Edinburgh 
on 1 July. If you are interest- 
ed, contact James Terry at 
jamsal@jamsal.plus.com. 
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A new future for 
The DOOR 



FROM this month The DOOR has 
joined forces with Young 
Communications Media Ltd, one 
of the UK's leading religious 
media groups, to bring you a more 
colourful paper with a wider cir- 
culation than ever before. 

The paper will continue to be 
produced at our Church House 
office in the heart of the dio- 
cese, by the same committed 
editorial team. All future adver- 
tising will be handled by Sue 
Keighley (see behind the Door 
section below for details). 

DOOR editor Rebecca Paveley 
said the association with Young 
Communications, which publishes 
the Church of England newspa- 
per, offers a great opportunity to 
expand the DOOR'S reach across 
the dioeese. 

She said: 'This will allow us to 
expand our very popular scheme 
to distribute the paper through 
church schools in the diocese/ 



Colin Blakely, the publishing 
director of Young Communicat- 
ions Media Ltd, said: 'It is a 
great pleasure for us to be join- 
ing with the Diocese of Oxford 
to produce The DOOR, one of the 
most eminent of diocesan news- 
papers. It has a proud history 
and an enviable record in 
reporting the life of the Church. 
Its success has been seen not 
only in the high regard in which 
it is held by parishioners in the 
diocese, but also in the respons- 
es we have had from advertisers 
keen to be associated with it. 

'This is a new moment, not 
only for The DOOR, but for us as 
we develop the ministry of The 
Church of England Newspaper to 
reach the whole of the Anglican 
Church. We are currently talking 
to other dioceses with the hope 
that the success of The DOOR can 
be replicated across dioceses up 
and down the country/ 



Bishop Richard's asylum plea 



THE Bishop of Oxford and other 
church leaders have condemned 
the current handling of asylum 
applications as 'unjust' and said 
that the asylum system endangers 
the lives of genuine refugees. 

They sent a letter to The Times 
newspaper, which was published 



on the day before the general elec- 
tion, listing cases of concern. They 
urged electors to challenge candi- 
dates to ensure 'just and compas- 
sionate treatment for those who 
have come to this country seeking 
asylum and believing it to practice 
such values'. 



DOOR shortlisted for award 



THIS paper has been shortlist- 
ed for the award of best 
regional religious periodical in 
the Andrew Cross awards, run 
by the Churches' Media 
Council. 



The judges looked at dozens 
of entries and have whittled 
them down to a shortlist of 
three, of which the DOOR is one. 

The winner will be announced 
at a ceremony in June. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 1984 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YDU WAIT 

We are not Dental Surgeons 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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Exploring faith at a 
Muslim School 



(continued from page 1) 
Christ, the Bible as ‘the word’ 
of God (‘Iqra’ is the Arabic 
for ‘word’), Christian life- 
styles, Christian worship and 
sacraments, differences in 
denominations and what it 
feels like for a Christian to 
live in our contemporary soci- 
ety. I have never before spo- 
ken to a group of 13 and 14 
year olds who were so inter- 
ested and even passionate to 
engage with this kind of con- 
tent! For me the most interest- 
ing part was the discussion 
that followed. The girls were 
eager to understand what 
‘evangelical’ meant, and I 
think it must have been in this 
context that they asked what I 
thought of Christians actively 
targeting Muslims for conver- 
sion. I explained that 
Christianity, perhaps like 
Islam, was a missionary faith, 



and that mission involved an 
eagerness to share a love for 
Christ with everybody. But 
that personally I felt more 
urgency to evangelise those 
who have no relationship 

X I have never before 
spoken to a group of 13 
and 14 year olds who 
were so interested and 
even passionate to 
engage with this kind of 
content! 7 

with God rather than those 
who already know God in 
another way, and I suggested 
that the majority of 
Christians in Oxford proba- 
bly felt the same way. All the 
girls at the school wear a veil, 
which makes them look very 
much like Christian nuns, of 



whom we have quite a num- 
ber in East Oxford. They 
asked me why it was that 
when westerners saw a veiled 
nun they appear to think to 
themselves ‘what a holy and 
self-sacrificing woman’ but 
when they see a veiled 
Muslim woman they think to 
themselves ‘Oh, look, how 
the Muslims oppress their 
womenfolk’. Right at the end 
of my first 90 minute session 
at the school one girl stood up 
and asked ‘what would you 
say - in one sentence - the pur- 
pose of Christianity was?’ As 
this session was held on 
Wednesday in Holy Week I felt 
it was worth asking this of our 
own congregation. In 
Littlemore we have a long 
liturgy of Maundy Thursday, 
starting with a meal and foot- 
washing in some room or hall 
in the parish which is generally 
only booked a few days in 
advance. The meal, though 
framed by Bible readings, is 
generally a rather sociable 
occasion. I asked the 50 or so 
participants to discuss exactly 
this question over their meals. 
After all Jesus died for it: what 
is at the heart of our faith, 
what is the purpose that Jesus 
died for? 

Bernhard Schiinemann priest 
in charge at Littlemore / 
Oxford. The Iqra school is the 
first full time Islamic girls 
school to be set up in Oxford. 




Bernhard with (left) Dr Hojjat Ramzy, the chairman of Iqra School and 
one of the representatives of Muslim community in Oxfordshire and Imam 
Ataullah Kahn, the Islamic Adviser of Iqra School, photo Frank Blackwell 



Couples invited to marriage festival 




bv Natalie Abbott 

A COUPLE will celebrate 45 years 
of marriage when they renew 
their vows at All Saints Church, 
Sutton Courtenay, as part of the 
village’s Festival of Marriage. 

Dick and Doreen Sparrow 
-hawk (pictured right, on their 
wedding day), who have been 
together since their schooldays, 
said that they chose to renew their 
vows at the Festival as nothing had 
changed the way they feel about 
each other Dick said: ‘Marriage 
vows to me don’t get broken. 
We’ve always done everything 
together’ 

Dick felt that family life and 
good relationships were at the 
heart of a happy marriage, but he 
admitted it isn’t always easy. 

‘You’ve got to work at it. 
You’ve got to do a lot of give and 
take and remember there are 
always two sides to every argu- 
ment. It’s about being able to step 
back and look at things from the 
other’s point of view.’ 

The event is part of the Sutton 
Courtenay Festival of Marriage, 
brainchild of the parish vicar; 
Revd Helen Kendrick. Helen 
describes the event as ‘a celebra- 
tion of marriage’: ‘I wanted to 



show that despite all the doom 
and gloom and publicity about 
marriages failing, many of them 
do survive, and for many years!’ 

It is hoped the event will bring 
together couples married in the 
church over the last 60 years. 
Wedding dresses and other mem- 
orabilia have been donated to be 
displayed in the church which 
itself will be decorated by arrange- 
ments by local florists. 

The Festival takes place on 
Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th 
June. The church will be open 
over the weekend between 10am 
and 4pm and teas, and coffees 
and cakes will be on sale in a mar- 
quee in the Old Vicarage garden, 
next door to the church. 

A highlight of the Festival will 



be the ‘Mr & Mrs’ Quiz evening 
to be held at 7.30pm on Saturday 
(tickets £10) and the events will 
culminate in a Songs of Praise 
service on Sunday at 10.30am 
when couples can renew their 
vows in the service. All are wel- 
come. 

The Festival of Marriage is part 
of a programme of events to raise 
money to fund urgently needed 
repairs to the church, parts of 
which date back to the 12th cen- 
tury. The church is most famous 
for its links with Prime Minister 
Herbert Asquith, and author, 
George Orwell, who are buried in 
the churchyard. 

For more information about 
the Festival, please contact Clare 
Pennicott (01235 847566). 




Bernhard Schunemann explaining the Christian faith to girls at the Iqra Islamic school in 
Oxford, photos Frank Blackwell 




We stand out from the rest. 



ECCLESIASTICAL 
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New archdeacon installed at 
Christ Church Cathedral 




photos Frank Blackwell 



JULIAN Hubbard has been 
installed as the new archdea- 
con of Oxford. He started 
work in the Diocese at the 
beginning of May, though his 
wife and children (pictured 
above) won’t join him until 
the end of June, when exams 
are over. 

The family are moving from 



Guildford, where Julian 
served as a canon at the 
Cathedral and director of 
ministerial training for the 
diocese. 

Coming to Oxford will be 
like coming home, however: 
Julian studied at Wycliffe Hall 
and was previously chaplain 
at Jesus College, Oxford. 




HOUSE FOR SALE 

Overlooking St Marys Church in Aylesbury’s 
Conservation Area. 3 bedrooms (2 of which 
are large) 30 ft back garden and residents- 
only parking. 3 minutes walk from all 
shopping and railway station to London. 
Selling as our children (8 and 1 0) need more 
space. 

£ 275,000 

Call David or Julie Fitzsimons 
01296 434997 




Opus 10 
£ 5450.00 

including VAT 



MODERN 
MU5K 

1 — complete music store— 

JOHANNUS 

Church Organs 

Quality, digitally sampled 
organs for the Church 
and home. 

Most models have built-in internal 
speakers, and are adaptable for use with 
external speakers for larger installations. 

For more information, free CD and colour 
literature on the entire range of these fine 
instruments, contact: 

John Farndon or Tim Munday on 

0118 958 1320 - MODERN MUSIC 



120-122 Broad Street Mall, Reading RG1 7QA 

Tel: 0118 958 1320 

e-mail: sales@modmusic.demon.co.uk 
www.modern-music.co.uk 



ORGANIST 

Committed 
Christian 
and MA, FRCO 

is available to deputise 
at short notice, 
including weddings 
and funerals. 

Wide experience: 
reasonable fee 
Tel: 

(01993) 813933 



CONNECT 

TIUO 

Are you a single, 
widowed or 
unattached Christian 
seeking friends, 
companion or future 
partner? 

Connect Two can 
help. 

Tel: 01460 72477 

Email: 

connecttwo2000@ 

hotmail.com 



BANNER/STOLE 
MAKING WORKSHOP. 

INTERESTED? 

Run by TESSA 
WILKINSON 

Author of Crafts for 
Creative Worship 
Full day, Oxford area 

Ring 0186 428748 or 
email 

tessa®gwilkinson.org .uk 
for more information 



Double honour for Sandhurst 



ON 21 April, a coach- load of 
members of St Michael's 
Church Sandhurst, went to 
Southwark Cathedral to sup- 
port their former curate 
Christopher Chessun at his 
consecration as Bishop of 
Woolwich. 

Bishop Christopher was 1st 
ordained in 1983 and his 
curacy at Sandhurst was fol- 
lowed by appointments at 
Portsmouth, St Paul's 
Cathedral and Stepney before 
he became Archdeacon of 
Northolt in 2001. 

For a number of the 
Sandhurst contingent, the 
service of consecration of 
Bishops was already familiar, 
since just 18 months earlier 
they had been to Westminster 
Abbey for the consecration of 



their Rector, Dr Alan Wilson 
as Bishop of Buckingham. 

The parish of Sandhurst is 
thus in the rare position of 
having two of it's former cler- 
gy in the House of Bishops. 




May Ordinations 

Two ordinations were carried 
out in St Laurence church, 
Winslow, on Ascension Day. The 
Bishop of Buckingham 
ordained Geoff Ball, from 
Winslow, priest and John King, 
from Nash, deacon. The Church 
was packed with over 250 peo- 
ple. The archdeacon of 
Buckingham, Sheila Watson, 
the director of ordinands and 
area deans were also present. 
There was a large mixed choir 
as well as a team of servers and 
other members of the Winslow 
ministry team. Representatives 
from other churches in Winslow 
were also present. Tony 
Whalley, vicar of Winslow, said: 
'This ordination of local people 
in a 'home' church and area 
and at a different major festi- 
val from the usual Petertide 
and Michaelmas ordinations 
represents a positive and help- 
ful change in encouraging 
authorised local ministry/ 



New social responsibility adviser 



VICTORIA Slater has joined 
the Board of Social 
Responsibility in a new role as 
part-time assistant social 
responsibility adviser. 

Victoria trained for the 
priesthood in Cambridge and 
then worked in Manchester as 
chaplain to the NHS trust. 
During this time she also 
trained as a counsellor. 

She returned to the Oxford 
Diocese in 1994 and was one 
of the first group of women to 
be priested at Christ Church 
Cathedral. She took up the 
new post of chaplain to the 
Churchill Hospital and Sir 
Michael Sobell House 



Hospice, later becoming full- 
time chaplain to the hospice. 

She has also completed an 
MA in Spirituality and has 
trained in coaching for person- 
al development. 

She said: ‘In the half of the 
week that I am not working 
for the BSR I will be continu- 
ing to direct a project to estab- 
lish a holistic centre called The 
Ithaca Centre for Wellbeing. 

‘I am very much looking 
forward to working for the 
BSR, to getting to know a 
whole network of different 
people and to many of the 
strands in my life being drawn 
together in my new role. 5 



Church raises £7,000 

St John the Baptist, Kingston 
Bagpuize have raised £7,000 
for a Healthcare Project in 
Southern Malawi. The money 
will go towards training local 
nurses, providing antenatal care 
and running the two clinics in 
the area, which provide health- 
care to a population the size of 
Oxfordshire. Money was raised 
by members of the church and 
local people from the village by 
auctioning treats and talents, 
which included an hour on a 
combine harvester, a trip on the 
Orient Express, a VIP visit to 
Brize Norton, test match tick- 
ets and lace-making lessons. 



Help us spread the good news! 



WE still have some display stands left for the 
DOOR. The stands hold more than 100 copies 
of the paper and can be used in churches, 
school foyers, hospital waiting rooms, in fact 
anywhere where people might like to pick up a 
copy of the paper. 

The aim of the stand is to encourage the ‘vis- 
ibility’ of the DOOR, and where stands have 
been put, there has been a significant increase 



in demand for the paper. Does your church or 
school have room for a stand? Help us spread 
the good news! If you’d like one, please call or 
Natalie Abbott on 01865 208225 or email 
natalie.abbott@oxford.anglican.org. We can 
put a stand in the post. 

The unit cost per stand is £17, but we are 
asking only for donations towards that figure. 
For more information, call Natalie. 



J ^ Eco-column 

| ‘Like a lamp, you must shed light among your 
| fellows,’ said Jesus, in Matthew, chapter 5 
S and verse 16. I wonder whether he had in 
I mind floodlighting church buildings? The 
I other night, making a journey of a few miles 
* across our Diocese, I was struck by how many 
1 churches I passed that were ostentatiously and 
J extravagantly floodlit. No doubt they were 
5 witnessing to their neighbours, but I do won- 
g der if the congregations responsible might be 
I sending out an unintended message? 

§ Floodlighting a large empty building con- 
I sumes as much electricity as lighting several 
I houses. That electricity is a scarce resource 
I and generating it puts carbon dioxide and 



other pollutants into the atmosphere. Rising 
levels of carbon dioxide are causing climate 
change. The message could be that the church 
is more concerned to glorify itself than to 
worry about its effect on its neighbours, that 
Christians don’t care very much about the 
unnecessary pollution of our world and the 
frivolous consumption of scarce resources. 

Apart from the carbon dioxide pollution, 
‘light pollution’ has now reached such levels 
that few people living in Southern Britain 
have ever the seen the night sky properly and 
certainly have never seen the Milky Way. I 
wonder which is the greater witness to God: a 
neo-Gothic Victorian pile lit up like a 
Disneyland extravaganza, or the awesome 
majesty of the night sky on a truly dark night, 
with its millions of stars blazing bravely in the 
blackness of space? 

Ian N. James is the Diocesan Environment 
Advisor. He can be contacted at 
dr.i.n.james@btinternet.com 










THE DOOR : JUNE 2005 



5 



-P 



God in the Life of. . . 



Why one man took a leap of faith 



Robin Aitken was a high flying IT executive who rejected the 
high salary and flash lifestyle for a job more in tune with his 
Christian values. He tells DOOR editor Rebecca Paveley about 
his journey to faith - and his decision to swap computers for a 
new career in plumbing. 



IT was a meal out in London 
where the cheapest item on 
the menu cost around £80 
which finally made up Robin 
Aitken’s mind to leave his 
high-flying IT career and go 
into plumbing. 

That night, he was out with 
colleagues in London at a 
training event, staying in an 
expensive hotel. Going to a 
posh restaurant was par for 
the course. 

‘I just looked at the menu 
and saw everything was about 
£80, and thought about what 
could be done with that kind 
of money. I objected to the 
others and they said, ‘we’ll 
put it on expenses, its expect- 
ed of us’ but I said, let’s get a 
cheap meal and give the rest 
of the money to charity. I 
ended up walking out, buying 
a burger, and going home.’ 

Doubts about the expensive 
lifestyle and the way deals 
were done in ‘millions of dol- 
lars’ had been nagging him 
ever since he became a 
Christian a few years before. 

He wasn’t brought up in a 
religious household, though 
his wife Margaret was. When 
they married, however, they 
stopped going to church. 

But when the couple moved 
to Woodley and had their 
three children Claire, 
Catherine and Andrew, 
Margaret started to take them 
to the local church, St James 
Southlake, which brought her 
back to faith. 

Robin says: ‘I remember for 
years being nagged to go with 
them on Sunday mornings, 
which was the day I did DIY 
but for a long time they went 
to church without me. 

‘One of the reasons I didn't 
go was I viewed all churches 
as 'high church' and that put 
me off. 

‘But there was some kind of 
social event I went to, and I 
met some of the people who 
go to church and thought 
they were normal, so I started 
going too. But it was more 
about going to church and 
socialising than having a rela- 
tionship with Jesus. That did- 
n’t happen until much later, 
when I went to Spring 
Harvest.’ 

Finding faith 

Robin says of his faith jour- 
ney: ‘It is amazing the way 
God works. 

‘I had lost my brother when 



I was 23 and he was 25 and I 
thought I’d put it behind me 
but I'd never really got over it 
properly. At Spring Harvest I 
went to a stream of seminars, 
and at one there were only a 
few people in there and we 
were all sat far apart from 
each other. We were told to 
go and discuss something 
with someone near us and I 
looked around and the near- 
est person was a woman at 
the end of the aisle so I shuf- 
fled along and it turned out 
she was exactly the same age 
as me, and she told me when 
she was 25 she'd lost her 23 
year old brother. 

‘It was such a shock to me 
that God had thrown us 
together in this way. It was 
the final bit of proof to me 
that God was really working. 
It was like he was kicking me 
up the backside and saying, 
how much more evidence do 
you need here? That was the 

'When we had meet- 
ings people talked 
about spending mil- 
lions of dollars and I 
had flashes of thinking 
what that money could 
do elsewhere, in other 
hands - what it could 
do for people in 
poverty or hunger 7 

day I gave myself to Christ. It 
had been a long time coming. 

‘Margaret was really excit- 
ed for me and a whole load of 
people from the church told 
me they had been praying for 
me all that time. I think we 
had a party that night!’ 

Robin had been appren- 
ticed as a plumber when he 
was a teenager, but had left 
the trade to go into the IT 
industry, doing everything 
from programming, to sales 
and even running his own 
consultancy at one point. 

He ended up working for a 
US software company, where 
deals were only ever done in 
millions of dollars. 

‘I was good at it but I began 
to feel uneasy. When we had 
meetings people talked about 
spending millions of dollars 
and I had flashes of thinking 
what that money could do 
elsewhere, in other hands - 



what it could do for people in 
poverty or hunger. 

‘We had known poverty - 
my company had been falsely 
accused and sued by an ex- 
client and went bust and for 
three years we really knew 
what it was to be poor as a 
family. People from the 
Church used to come and 
leave us food parcels. I know 
what it is like not to know 
where you are going to get the 
money from to pay for the 
weekend shop. So I found it 
very difficult later in business 
when people were haggling 
over the odd $100,000.’ 

The crunch point came that 
evening at the restaurant in 
London. After that, Robin 
knew he had to leave - and 
his only option was to go 
back to plumbing. Both he 
and Margaret were worried 
about the risk - he was taking 
a huge drop in salary, and 
they had three teenagers to 
support. 

‘We had to tighten our belts 
a lot and use my savings for 
the first two years. This year 
is the crunch year - we really 
have to make it pay this year!’ 

Stepping out, in faith 
In the last two years, his busi- 
ness, Pipeworks, has gone 
from strength to strength and 
he now employs his son-in- 
law, Loic, and Justin, the wor- 
ship leader at the Emmanuel 
Church centre in Woodley 
where the family worship. 

Plumbing allows him to get 
to know people and much 
more chance to talk about his 
faith. ‘I did try and evangelise 
in my old job, when I got to 
know people, but I have so 
much more contact with peo- 
ple now than I did, it is much 
easier.’ 

He is also heavily involved 
in youth work and Margaret 
is on the worship team at 
Emmanuel. 

Robin has no regrets about 
his decision. 

‘Well, it would be nice to be 
sent to the Virgin Islands as a 
reward as I was sometimes in 
my old job, but no, life is 
great. Running my own com- 
pany means I can help people 
much more. If someone really 
can’t afford to have the work 
done, then we have the free- 
dom to do^ it anyway to help 
them out. All the people we 
employ are Christians, which 
is great.’ 




Robin Aitken, who gave up his high flying IT career to start a plumbing business - a decision 
inspired by his faith, photo Frank Blackwell 




You may have heard that St Luke’s Hospital for the Clergy would be closing for refurbishment 

Were still ‘open for business’ and, more than ever we need to ensure this valuable centre of 
healing has a future. 

St Luke’s is an independent, acute surgical hospital providing free consultation 
and treatment for Anglican clergy, their families and many others. 200 
honorary consultants give their time for free but the hospital still costs 
£4,500 per day to run and we rely entirely on donations. 

With your help we can give life-saving treatment carry out over 1 000 operations per year 
and provide specialist care in an atmosphere of peace and reflection. 

For 1 00 years St Luke’s has provided care for those who care for others. 

Now it’s in need of some care of it’s own. 



Please send your donations to: Chief Executive, St Luke’s 
Hospital for the Clergy, 14 Frtzroy Square, London WIT 6AH 

Tel: 020 7388 4954 Fax: 020 7383 4812 

Email: stluke@stlukeshospital.org.uk www.stlukeshospital.org.uk 

Thank you for your support 




St. Luke’s 

HOSPITAL FOR THE CLERGY 

Registered Charity No. 209236 
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Places 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 0207 417 5833 



NORTH CORNISH 
COAST 

Very comfortable, 
well-equipped 4 bedroomed 
house, 5 minutes stroll away 
from the rolling atlantic! 
Available weeks in June and 
then from 28th August. 
For more details please call 
Sue on: 020 7924 5951 



HOLIDAYS 2005 



North Yorkshire 
Coast 
Near Whitby 

Luxury Holiday Cottage, 
sleeps 10, beach and 
village location. 

Tel: 07749 278354 

www.sandsendpavilion.co.uk 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 
3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 

Heated Indoor Pod. 

A SGames Bam. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 

Short breaks available 
Tel: 01271 882376 

www.northcolemanorfgBm.co.uk 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air- 
conditioned privately 
owned villa. Sleeps 8/10, 
own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 
Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01865 326776 




isle of Wight 

Sandown 

UK ♦♦♦ Friendly Family 
Hotel. 7 Nights Half 
Board, ferry inclusive 
from £199 

Special short breaks available 

Tel: 01983 402551 



TUSCANY 

Beautiful Holiday apartment 
overlooking the Tuscan Hills 
from within the medieval 
walls of Barga, sleeps 6. 

For more details, please visit 
www.tuscan-apartmentcom 
or call 0039 0583 710015 



MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us on our 
converted 8-passenger barge 
MERGANSER in France in 2005. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, 
wonderful food and interesting 
conducted tours. Single travellers 
always welcome and no supplements. 
Special rates available for parties of 5 
or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, 31 
Wellington St, Hertford SG14 3AN. 
Tel: 01992 550616 
Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 



TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged for The Door Readers 
ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 



SINGLE TRIP INSURANCE 



2 Weeks Europe - From only £ 18.95 per person 

(Price Vary Depending On Age) 



We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with higher than normal age limits 




klftP I yy e can n()w S g|| annua | 

insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 

* 60% Less Than Most 

High Street Agents 




Regulated & Licenced by the F.S.A. 
Call For Details 

0116 272 0500 





Christ Church Cathedral School 

3 Brewer Street, Oxford 

A happy but challenging Preparatory School for boys 

Nursery (2.9-4 years) 

• Montessori-based 

• Lively and stimulating 

• Morning/afternoon sessions 5 days per week 

Pre-Preparatory (Day, 4-6 years) 

• Small classes 

• Firm foundations 

• Nurturing staff 

Preparatory (Day, 7- 1 3 years) 

• High academic standards 

• Boys prepared for leading local and national 
schools 

• Great opportunities in art, music and sport 

• Cathedral Choristers (full boarding) substantial 
scholarships 

•Worcester College Chapel Choristers (day boys) 

For further details, please contact the 
Admissions’ Secretary, Miss Diane Price, on 
01865 242561 




Blenheim palace 

The PACT Midsummer Ball 

to be held at Blenheim Palace on 
Friday 1 7th June 2005 

Pre-Dinner Drinks 
Five-Course Gala Dinner 

Optional Guided Tour of the Palace 
Music, Dancing, and Entertainment 
Auction 

A magnificent opportunity to support PACT, your local adoption, 
fostering & family support charity running community 
projects throughout Berkshire, Oxon and 
Buckinghamshire, whilst enjoying a spectacular evening 
in the stunning setting of Blenheim Palac 




Secure your tickets now at £80 by calling 0118 938 7600! 
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News 

* 

New beginning for Prime Minister and family join locals 
Oxford Diocesan Cursilio to celebrate new bells at Chequers 



Bobbie May on the day the Blair family, includ- 
ing four year old Leo, turned up to try their 
hands at bellringing in Ellesborough Church. 




Chatting with the Bishop of Buckingham after the service. 



bv Liz Dowding 

BISHOP Richard's greeting at 
the closing Eucharist celebrating 
the first weekend of Oxford 
Cursilio 'Alleluia, Christ is Risen, 
He is Risen indeed, Alleluia, 
Alleluia' echoed the thoughts of 
so many who had dreamed of 
and worked so hard for this occa- 
sion. There were people from as 
far apart as Scotland to the West 
Country, all joining together to 
share the joy of this first Oxford 
Diocesan Cursilio and to wish 
Cursilio well in this place. It was 
time to say 'thanks be to God'. 

Readers of the DOOR will by 
now be familiar with the con- 
cept of Cursilio. It is not a new 
belief system. It is an aid, a lov- 
ing and sometimes challenging 
discipline to help nurture our 
relationship with God and to 
support, affirm and encourage 
our Christian journey. It is about 
kindness, respect, hospitality 
and gaining strength, all of 
which is so evident in a Cursilio 
weekend. 

Each Cursilio weekend is spe- 
cial for both the teams leading 
and the guests participating. 
However Oxford Cursilio 
Weekend 1 was particularly spe- 
cial, it was making history, the 
34th diocese in the UK to 
embrace Cursilio. None of this 
could have happened without the 
enthusiasm, support and encour- 
agement of our Bishops and the 
generosity of time, energy and 



prayer of Cursilio in the Diocese of 
Coventry as the 'gifting' diocese. 

In part the weekend is made 
up with talks leading to discus- 
sion and creative work. There 
was a great openness to listen, 
to share and to learn which led 
to much animated conversation 
and some very creative discus- 
sions. The weekend also had its 
quieter times, worship, medita- 
tions and group prayer 'the 
being rather than the doing'. 

v The final service was very 
much an ordination service: being 
ordained into the ministry of the 
people of God, the laity 7 , said Dr 
Nick Trainor, from Ascot 

As the guests on this three 
day Cursilio weekend headed 
for home their 'fourth day' was 
just beginning. That is the rest 
of their life when they are able 
to put into practice all they 
have learnt. In Cursilio terms, 
'to blossom where they are 
planted' to take the good news 
of God'S love to the churches 
and communities in which they 
live and work. 

The next Oxford Cursilio 
weekend is at the Cold Ash cen- 
tre, near Newbury, October 27 - 
30 this year. Further informa- 
tion on the Cursilio web site 
www.oxfordcursillo.yahoo.co.uk 
or from Andrew Garrett am_gar- 
rett_oxford @yahoo.co.uk 

Elizabeth Doweling is curate at 
Goring with South Stoke in 
Oxfordshire 



IT’S taken 1 1 years of 
fundraising and hardwork but 
the bells of Ellesborough 
Church have finally been 
restored - with the support of 
the Prime Minister and his 
wife, Tony and Cherie Blair. 

The church serves the country 
home of the Prime Minister at 
Chequers. The bells of the small 
church were badly in need of 
£27,000 of repair and tower 
captain, Les Floyd had bravely 
begun the fundraising process. 

He applied for dozens of 
grants and even persuaded the 
Terrick brewery to produce a 
special beer for the ringers called 
Old Rope, which raised £3,000. 

One day, when Les was in 
church removing the muffles 
from the bells after 



Remembrance Sunday Mrs Blair 
and a guest appeared. No other 
church officers being available 
Les took on the task of showing 
them round the church and did- 
n't miss the opportunity to ask 
Mrs Blair for a letter of support 
for the project. This she was 
happy to do. 

Eventually the magic total of 
£27,000 was reached and 
Whites of Appleton, whose 
manager is the Guild Master, 
Graham Clifton, were 
brought in to do the re-hang. 
Despite a number of technical 
set-backs the job was finished 
and the band ready to try out 
the new bells. On the next 
occasion that the Blairs would 
be in church they were invited 
to the ringing room to watch 



the experience while 120 
changes were rung by the 
locals. The Blairs, including 
four year old son Leo were 
invited to try their hands at 
ringing the new bells, which 
they did with great enthusi- 
asm. Later the Blairs enjoyed 
listening to a quarter peal rung 
to celebrate their own silver 

'The Blairs, including 
four year old son Leo 
were invited to try their 
hands at ringing the new 
bells, which they did 
with great enthusiasm' 

wedding anniversary. 

An invitation to the 
Dedication of the newly refur- 
bished bells was extended to 



the Blairs and this took place 
during the election campaign, 
with Mr Blair breaking off his 
campaigning to come to the 
service and read one of the les- 
sons. The service was led by 
the Bishop of Buckingham, the 
Rt Revd Alan Wilson. 

Les Floyd said: 'The 

Rededication Service was a fit- 
ting end to years of hard work 
and with Mr and Mrs Blair 
taking such an interest in the 
project it made the experience 
all that more delightful. No 
politics were allowed!' 

At the reception following 
the dedication Les Floyd was 
presented with a plaque which 
acknowledged work of those 
involved and the sponsors of 
the project. 

Bobbie May is a member o f the 
Diocesan Guild of Bellringers 




Left to right, bellhanger Brian White, Rt Hon Tony Blair, Les Floyd tower 
captain, Cherie Blair, Revd Tony Willis Rector of Ellesborough and 
Graham Clifton, Guild Master after the rededication of the bells service at 
SS Peter and Paul Church, Ellesborough, Bucks, photos Tim Pett 



Archbishop and diocesan youngsters embark on faith journey 




ON May 7 Ian Macdonald, 
the Diocesan Youth Adviser, 
and Kathryn Campbell a 
parish youth worker, took a 
party from the Diocese to 
Lambeth Palace. We’d been 
invited to take part in a day 
where Archbishop Rowan 
had invited yoling people 
from seven Dioceses to spend 
time with him looking at 
‘Food for the Journey,’ 
exploring Communion and 
The Bible in our lives. It was 
a great day and it was great to 
see the Archbishop talking 
and listening to young people. 
We had a fantastic time, not 
just at Lambeth but on the 
journey there and back 
through Berkshire, 
Oxfordshire and Bucks, pick- 



ing up everyone and dropping 
them back again. 

‘Although many were ini- 
tially strangers to each other, 
they jumped quickly and 
deeply into the flow of the day 
and produced some very inno- 
vative and challenging reflec- 
tions on where they were both 
personally and corporately in 
their journeys of faith’, said 
Archbishop Rowan. 

Lucy, aged 15, one of the 
youngsters on the trip, gives 
her account of the day: ‘About 
70 young people from seven 
dioceses all over the country, 
attended the day, so there were 
a lot of names and faces to 
learn, especially since the 
Oxford group had mostly only 
met each other that morning. 



Introductions over, and accom- 
panied by a lot of great music, 
we launched straight into the 
theme for the day, which was 
‘Food for the Journey’. After 
the archbishop’s thought-pro- 
voking talk, we had some quiet 
time by ourselves before meet- 
ing to discuss in groups, which 
was a pattern repeated in the 
afternoon. 

‘The quiet time was great, a 
time to explore the beautiful 
gardens at Lambeth palace 
(including the trampoline, 
which they were not insured 
to let us go on - very thought- 
less!), which really were a 
startling area of calm and 
green in the centre of the City 
of London, as well as offering 
time to think about the ques- 



tion raised by the 
Archbishop, which was, 
what’s the significance of 
communion to you? 

Discussing communion 

‘The discussion group was 
dynamic and stimulating, 
with questions and answers 
bouncing round my group 
ranging from the serious 
(Why do you, personally, take 
communion anyway? How do 
you use your bible?) to the 
slightly more trivial (So, you 
know this banquet in heaven, 
is it going to be a really for- 
mal dinner party kind of occa- 
sion, or is it really, you know, 
a disco and buffet affair?). We 
also met up to feed back to 
each other on our thoughts. 



Presentations got more and 
more ambitious throughout 
the day, with rivalry springing 
up over which group could 
use most card, newspaper, 
scissors and glue (mine, of 
course). 

‘Somewhere in the middle 
of all this thinking (you could 
hear our brains creaking with 
all the unaccustomed exer- 
cise) we managed to have 
lunch and our photo opportu- 



nity with the archbishop. By 
the end of the day we were 
excited, exhausted, and I felt 
completely fulfilled. 

‘It was a great experience 
and I hope that everyone 
enjoyed themselves as much 
as I did. I’d just like to add 
many thanks to Ian and 
Kathryn for taking us, and of 
course to the Archbishop and 
his staff for hosting the 
event.’ 




www.interserveonline.org.uk 



Mission is a serious business 



People make a difference 

■ 
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View from here 



The Worth of Everything 



Five blokes have 
decided to find 
out if there’s 
more to life than 
sex and shop- 
ping (or, in one 
case, cycling and 
digging the allot- 
m e n t ) . The 
BBC’s chosen 
method for this 
exploration is to 
send them for 40 
days and 40 
nights to live the 
life of Benedictine monks at 
Worth Abbey in Sussex. The 
TV series is entitled ‘The 
Monastery’. 

Despite the dour predic- 
tions of my TV Guide that 
‘this is television which will 
appeal to a narrow, select 
audience of those left 
behind when the sensation- 
seekers have flipped away 
to other channels...’, I 
found the first episode com- 
pelling, and can’t wait to see 
what happens next. 

Seeking meaning beyond 
the immediate demands of 
material existence is high on 
the secular agenda at the 
moment. There’s plenty of 
scientific evidence that 
those who feel that their life 
has a purpose are more like- 
ly to enjoy high levels of 
mental health and life satis- 
faction. In September of last 
year the New Economics 
Foundation launched ‘a well- 
being manifesto for a flour- 
ishing society’, arguing that 
the government’s first priori- 
ty ought to be to help UK cit- 
izens to be happier and more 
fulfilled - not richer and 
more depressed. 

The manifesto builds 
upon the key insight out- 
lined by Professor Richard 
Layard of the London 
School of Economics in his 
recent book, ‘Happiness: 
Lessons from a New 
Science’ (Penguin, 2005). At 
a recent study day in the 
Diocese, he focused on the 



apparent para- 
dox that whilst 
GDP in the UK 
has nearly dou- 
bled over the last 
30 years, meas- 
ures of well- 
being have 
remained static. 
The fact is that 
once basic needs 
have been met, 
extra material 
wealth has little 
or no effect on 
life satisfaction and happi- 
ness. What makes us happy 
is not more money but bet- 
ter relationships and time to 
enjoy them; play and cre- 
ativity, and participation in 
community life. Precisely 
those things that we neglect 
in our search for greater 
material wealth. It seems 
that our acquisitive society’s 
been barking rather spectac- 
ularly up the wrong tree. 

Religious people have 
always known that, of 
course (at least in theory). 
The Benedictine Rule is a 
particularly well worked- 
out example of work/recre- 
ation/community-life bal- 
ance - with a more than 
healthy dose of silence and 
personal reflection thrown 
in. It remains to be seen 
how the men in ‘The 
Monastery’ take to it. Will 
it provide the meaning and 
purpose they seek? Or will 
they be desperate to rush 
back to their mobiles, I- 
pods, sex chatlines and 
BMWs (or that bicycle)? The 
monks are phenomenally 
wise and seriously impres- 
sive spiritual guides, and if 
the first episode is anything 
to go by, I reckon there’s all 
to play for. 

Alison Webster is the dioce- 
san Social Responsibility 
Adviser, and author of 
Wellbeing (SCM Press). The 
Monastery is on BBC2, 
Tuesday, 9pm. 




Prize draw winners 

We had hundreds of entries to our are: Sue Gethin, Henley on Thames, 

prize draw to win a copy of David Barbara Hulse, Broughton, Milton 

Winter's new book, Old Words, Keynes, Mary Henson, Woodley, 
New Life (BRF £6.99). Our five Tom Bartlett, Newton Longville, J 
lucky winners, drawn at random, R Sills, Aylesbury 



Finding that guilt-free dream holiday 

Tricia Barnett, director of Tourism Concern, on making ethical choices about holidays, after the tsunami 



LONG before the tsunami hit, Tourism 
Concern was anxious about the lives of 
people living in tourism destinations. We 
are constantly informed of disturbing sto- 
ries of how tourism impacts on people in 
developing countries, and in such an 
unproductive way that it maintains them 
in poverty. 

Tourism has been such a taken-for- 
granted fact of our lives nowadays that, 
until the tsunami, there was a strange 
complacency about it. We would be upset 
if our dream holiday wasn’t quite as we 
wished but rarely do we think about 
whether local people benefit from 
tourism. Tourism Concern went to 
Thailand to talk to hotel workers who 
had been employed in popular interna- 
tional hotels that our biggest operators 
use to see how they have fared since the 
catastrophe. Regrettably people, whose 
working conditions were already very 
poor, are suffering even more than we 
had imagined. 

Ake, whose home in Khao Lak, 
Thailand, was destroyed told us: ‘Before 
the tsunami I worked at a hotel as a bell- 



boy. I carried luggage and welcomed 
guests. The hotel had around 200 guests 
and 200 workers. I also sold dried fish as 
my salary from the hotel wasn’t enough 
to send my son to school and look after 
my family. My little daughter lives with 
my mother so I send money to them too. 
I was afraid I would lose my job if I asked 
for more money. 

'There are no jobs now. Now 
my home has gone. I built it 
myself and my family lived 
there for many years' 

Ake, Thailand 

‘The hotel was destroyed in the tsuna- 
mi. I thought I would get a full month’s 
pay and some compensation like some 
workers at other hotels, but I only got 
paid until 26 December. My month’s 
salary should have been 4,200 baht (£58) 
but I received only 3,000 baht (£40) as 
they took money off because we hadn’t 
worked for the rest of December. The 
owner told the staff that they would do 



this if they signed their resignation. 

‘I had a contract but this means noth- 
ing. I fee 1 it’s unfair but there’s nothing 
I can do. There are no jobs now. Now 
my home has gone. I built it myself and 
my family lived there for many years. I 
do not have the land deeds to my house 
so the government will not allow me 
move back.’ 

Tourism Concern is challenging these 
conditions. Through our campaign, Sun, 
Sand, Sea and Sweatshops, you can sup- 
port by signing a postcard to the main tour 
operators. Please check: www.tourismcon- 
cern.org.uk or ring: 020 7133 3330. 

We are also holding a debate, Poverty, 
Tourism and Fair Trade, in St. John’s 
Church, Waterloo, London on the evening 
of 7 June. The Fairtrade Foundation’s 
director will be there, together with Lamin 
Bojang from The Gambia. It promises to 
be a dynamic and important evening. 
Contact us for further details. 

Please do join us in challenging the 
complacency surrounding holidays so 
that we can all enjoy ourselves when we 
go away! 



Diocesan website gets ‘personal’ 



THE diocesan website www.oxford.angli- 
can.org has had a revamp over the past 
few weeks. We have tried to make it more 
friendly, more attractive, more intuitive 
and - hopefully - more useful. 

Finding things 

This can be the hardest part of using a 
website so we have tried to make it easier 
by improving our site map and search 
engine. There is also a handy A-Z section 
which lists all the pages and themes cov- 
ered by the site. 




Sections 

Eco Column 

Pages 

Quiet Spaces Still Places 

Favourite Searches 

Global Warmino 




Homepage Favourites let you personalise the site 



Don't call us, we'll call you! 

Why pop in on the off-chance that some- 
thing has changed when we can tell you 
right away? To stay up-to-date with news 
from the diocese simply send us your e- 
mail address. We will then add you to 
our mailing list and you will get an e- 
mail whenever something new is added 
to the site. 



You can even control what parts of the 
site you wish to be notified about, for 
example we can e-mail you whenever a 
new DOOR article is added. We can also 
e-mail you the prayer for the day. 

Personalise The Site 

If there are particular pages or subjects 
you want to keep track of you can now set 
‘Home Page Favourites’. Any selections 
you make will be shown on the home page 
every time you visit enabling easy access. 

The local angle 

Each deanery now has its own page on the 
site so people can find out about activities 
in specific areas of the diocese. And soon 
you will be able to add your stories about 
work that is being done in your areas 
directly into these sections. 

Spread the word 

If you have a parish website why not feed 
the latest news from the diocese straight 
into it automatically with our news feeds. 
Contact the webmaster for more details. 

Your Parish on the Web 

Lots of parishes have taken advantage of 
FREE web hosting provided by the dio- 
cese. You get as much space as you need 
for all your pages and can have your own 
domain name e.g. www.yourchurch 
.org.uk. We can help you get set up but 
you will need someone in your parish to 
maintain the site? Contact us for details. 



Stay up to date 

There’s nothing more off-putting than an out- 
of-date website! To help you we are continu- 
ing to develop the A Church Near You web- 
site. This site already provides bang up-to-date 
service and event listings, photo galleries and 
news pages for churches in the diocese. In the 
future you will be able to embed the data you 




Wargrave with Knowl Hill: clergy - 
John Ratings, Pam Gordon, Judith 
Thomas, Bob Whiteley : licensed 
lay minister - Granville Hawkes. 

Prayers can be emailed straight to you 

add to ‘A Church Near You’ straight into your 
own site; you'll never suffer the indignity of 
promoting last Christmas’s services! A 
Church Near You is growing all the time 
and is becoming a national site supported 
by many other dioceses in the Church of 
England. If you don’t have a parish website 
then your A Church Near You page can ‘be’ 
your website. If you do have a website it's a 
vital additional communication tool. And, 
again, it’s FREE! Visit www.achurchneary- 
ou.com today. Send us your feedback. All 
websites are a work in progress and we 
can’t improve ours without your help, so 
please send your comments and suggestions 
to webmaster@oxford.anglican.org or call 
01865 208262. 

Phil Hind , Diocesan Webmaster 



Young or older, overseas or over here 

...you can make a difference 



pppp WPI 




text Dave on 07733 121950 
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fto the editor 



At the name of Jesus 



I love doing the 
‘God in the Life of..’ 
interviews and I 
came out of this 
month’s interview 
(see page 5) feeling 
particularly 
refreshed. Reflecting on it 
afterwards, I thought this was 
in part because it was so 
refreshing to hear the name of 
Jesus spoken so forthrighdy, so 
unashamedly, and it struck me 
how rare that is. It occurred to 
me that while we are happy to 
use the words God or Christ 
frequently, often now the only 
time I hear the name Jesus in 
daily life is when it is used blas- 
phemously, in anger Why is 
this? Is it some slighdy awk- 
ward Anglican feeling about 
being over-familial, about 
claiming too much of a rela- 
tionship? A feeling that to say 
Christ is respectful, but to say 
Jesus is too familiar? Yet when 
Robin used it, I knew it signi- 
fied he was honoured to claim 
such a familiar relationship 
with his Lord. 

It’s odd because as children 
our relationship and under- 
standing of God is all chan- 
nelled though a very personal 
relationship with Jesus. I grew 
up saying night-time prayers 
that began -‘Jesus friend of lit- 
tle children’ or ‘Jesus, tender 



Shepherd hear 
me’. At what 
point did I feel 
slightly shame- 
faced about 
using the name 
Jesus and replace 
it with Lord, or 
Father, which seem more 
respectful (and respectable)? 

But if we don’t claim Jesus 
by name, as we learnt to do as 
children, then maybe the only 
time we will hear his name so 
spoken is in anger; by those 
who don’t know that ‘at the 
name of Jesus, every knee 
should bow’. 

Anyway, I’ve decided to set 
myself a task and use his 
name every day. And I’ve dis- 
covered a great way of prac- 
tising this. I came across a 
tape of hymns and songs for 
children, and bought it for my 
son. It has on it all the 
favourites I remember from 
Sunday school, albeit with 
much more jazzed up tunes 
than I remember singing. But 
the words are the same: ‘Jesus 
wants me for a sunbeam’, 
‘Jesus Loves me’ and ‘Tell me 
the stories of Jesus’. So play- 
ing these at full blast and 
singing along with my car 
windows open this summer 
down Oxford’s Botley Road 
should ease me in nicely! 




Clergy News 

Captain Hugh Boorman, 

Appointments Secretary for the 
Church Army, is to be Minister in 
the Ladygrove Church, Didcot; 
Revd Dr Peter Groves, 
University Chaplain, Brasenose, is 
to be also Priest in Charge, St 
Mary Magdalen, Oxford; Revd 
Jean Herrick, NSM House for 
Duty Priest at Compton & East 
Ilsley in Hermitage Team Ministry, 
has resigned. She holds Permission 
to Officiate in the Gloucester 
Diocese; Revd Adrian Hopwood, 
NSM House for Duty Priest in the 
Ridgeway benefice, is to retire; 
Revd Leanne Roberts, currently 
serving in the London Diocese, is 
to be Chaplain, Hertford College, 
Oxford; Revd Paul Smith, 
Assistant Curate, Holy Trinity 
Prestwood, is to be Priest in 
Charge, St Albans, West Leigh, 



Portsmouth; Revd Brian Spence, 

Vicar of St John the Baptist, 
Crowthorne, Sonning Deanery, is 
to be Honorary Resident Priest at 
St Mark's Englefield, Bradfield 
Deanery; Revd John Stroyan, 
Vicar of Bloxham with «Milcombe 
and South Newington, and Area 
Dean, Deddington, is to be Bishop 
of Warwick; Revd Nicky Tottle, 
Curate - Rectorial Benefice of 
Bassaleg, Newport, fs to be Team 
Vicar, High Wycombe and 
Community Missioner; Revd Joan 
Wakeling, Honorary Assistant 
Priest St James, Finchampstead, 
Sonning Deanery, is to be Priest in 
Charge of Raglan, Llandenny & 
Bryngwyn, Monmouth Diocese; 
Revd Neil Watkinson, NSM 
Curate, St Andrew & St Mary 
Magdalene, Maidenhead is to be 
Curate in training, St Andrew & St 
Mary Magdalene, Maidenhead & 
Windsor Deanery. 



Long serving lay people; childhood reminiscences; more 
on the Royal Wedding; Christians in the workplace 



Long serving indeed! 

IT was heart-warming to read 
in The Door ( May 2005) of 
92 year-old Kathleen Fitton 
reading Bible Stories to 
youngsters in school. Then I 
looked more closely - 
Western House School in 
Cippenham, Slough was 
where I attended infant 
school some 40 years ago, 
and I was taught by a Ms 
Fitton (in Class 4 if my mem- 
ory serves me correctly!). Is 
this indeed the same lady? 
Long may she continue! 
Angela Bell (nee Wigmore), 
Lower Earley, Reading 

Editor’s note: We have spo- 
ken to Mrs Fitton and she does 
indeed remember Angela as 
one of her pupils 40 years 
ago. 



Farthing reminiscences 
WHAT a coincidence! I met a 
friend in Oxford on 
Wednesday 27 April and vis- 
ited the Cathedral. As we 
entered I told her I had only 
been once before and that 
was as a child in the 1950s. I 
was chosen from Calverton 
Sunday School to take the 
farthings to Oxford. A long 
trip in those days! On return 
I had to write a description 
of my visit and read it to the 
Sunday School the following 
week. My friend was most 
interested and quite amazed 
that people collected far- 
things. I collected my copy of 
The Door on 1 May and 
there was an article on the 
very subject. 

Mrs M Hansford 
Filgrave, Bucks 



Marriage Debate 
MR WILSON ( Letters , May 
2005) suggests that I (Letters, 
April 2005) judge civil mar- 
riage to be somehow deficient. 
Not at all - simply that it is 
not the same thing as sacra- 
mental Christian marriage. He 
also states that Our Lord insti- 
tuted two Sacraments, and 
that marriage is not one of 
them. However, it would be 
wrong to restrict our under- 
standing of the sacramental 
life of the Church to Baptism 



and Eucharist. 

Five further Sacraments 
have scriptural authority - 
Confirmation (Acts 8:16); 
Ordination (Acts 6:6); 
Absolution (John 20:23); 
Annointing (James 5:14); and 
Marriage (Ephesians 5). With 
regard to St Paul's teaching on 
marriage, simple logic denies 
that the union between Christ 
and His Church can be like 
marriage, but not vice versa - 
the simile must surely work in 
both directions to be complete. 

Furthermore, some 
Christians advance Holy 
Scripture itself to be a 
Sacrament, and it is surely the 
case that the Coronation of a 
Christian monarch, which 
involves annointing with the 
Oil of Chrism, and the 
Solemn Profession to the con- 
secrated life as a monk or nun 
also bear the essential marks 
of sacramental life. 

But we should not want to 
restrict the number of 
Sacraments even to ten. 
Rather, we should allow that 
there may be an infinite num- 
ber of such sacramental 
channels of God's Grace at 
work in His Church, whether 
we comprehend them or not 
(Proverbs 3:5). 

Fr Giles Pinnock SSC 
Assistant Curate, Stony 
Stratford & Calverton 



Holocaust Remembrance 
J. R. BELL (Letters, March 
2005) misses the point about 
Holocaust Memorial Day. It 
is not about numbers but 
about intention and policy on 
the part of the perpetrators: 
the Nazis and their collabora- 
tors of various nations. 

The Jewish people are not 
‘one section’ of a ‘particular 
group’ but in fact were the 
total focus of the only scien- 
tific industrialised attempt to 
rid the earth of an ethnic 
group in history. 

Many, many people of 
other nationalities did indeed 
die during WWII as they 
always have done in every 
war since time began. The 
difference being that these 
other casualties, in most 
cases, were not systematic 
but, in the current parlance, 



‘collateral damage’. 

The issue of Russian 
Christian martyrs is an 
entirely different matter and 
one solely for the Christian 
Churches to acknowledge 
and organise the remem- 
brance of. 

J. R. Bell’s terminology on 
the Holocaust is not far 
removed from Holocaust 
denial and a very dangerous 
position to take in a world 
where race hate is never far 
from the surface. 

Revd and Mrs Derbyshire 
Thornborough, Bucks 



Royal Wedding 

THE sour and uncharitable 
comments on Mr Edward 
Ingle ( Letters , May 2005) 
cannot be left unanswered. 
The Prince of Wales is, of 
course, a very soft target for 
those who like to be abusive 
but who fear retaliation. 

The monarchy in this coun- 
try has existed for well over a 
thousand years and it is our 
honoured tradition that we 
take our monarchs as we find 
them. We are a tolerant nation. 
I see in Prince Charles a man 
who has admirably fulfilled his 
difficult role in spite of cynical 
sniping of the kind we see now, 
and has done much good 
already, but he is no more per- 
fect than the rest of us. 

It must have escaped your 
correspondent’s notice that 
marital breakdown is, unhap- 
pily, widespread in this coun- 
try and the Prince therefore 
has much in common with 
many of his future subjects. 

Prince Charles will eventu- 
ally fulfil his rightful role as 
King with charm and dedica- 
tion and I hope to live long 
enough to see that happy 
day. 

G R Horne 

Goring-on-Thames, Berks 



Christians at work 

I WAS encouraged by Nick 
Parish's article under the 
banner ‘Church at work’ in 
May’s issue given that I, and 
I expect the majority of 
your readers, have most of 
the hours we spend with 
non-Christians in the con- 



text of our workplaces. 

The article looked at this 
important discipleship and 
mission context from the 
perspectives of industrial 
chaplaincy and consultancy 
based enterprises such as 
The Reading WELL centre. 
Whilst I personally know of 
the work of The Reading 
WELL centre and applaud 
what Revd Susan Van 
Beveren has done already in 
Reading, and has planned 
for the future, there does I 
believe still need to be a 
fundamental shift in the 
mindset of everyday 
Christians during their 
working days. 

We need to see all that we 
do as Worship and as bap- 
tised life created in His 
image seek to bring His 
Kingdom and its values, to 
wherever we are including in 
workplaces. It is not ‘min- 
istry to workplaces’ in the 
sense of Church to work, 
but rather, ministry in work- 
places by Christian living 
out their faith. In Reading, a 
group of Christians in secu- 
lar work have found the 
Church lacking at times in 
its teaching to support this, 
and have under the banner 
of Reading@ Work been 
seeking to explore what this 
practically means, Monday 
to Friday. Past speakers who 
have helped us explore our 
calling in the workplace 
have included Susan, and 
the Rt. Revd. Stephen 
.Cottrell, Bishop of Reading. 
//More information is avail- 
able online at www.readin- 
gatwork.org. In the words 
of the 1945 Church of 
England Report, Towards 
the conversion of England: 
‘We are convinced that 
England will never be con- 
verted until the laity use the 
opportunities afforded by 
their various professions, 
crafts and occupations.’ 
Sadly, through inadequate 
teaching and support from 
the Church as a whole, 
unless we change our mind- 
set, the opportunities will be 
missed as much now as they 
were then, 60 years ago. 
Magnus Smyly 
Reading, Berks 
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Worshipping 
through play 



In the second part of our series, we look at the way the church uses 
play as part of its worship, for adults and children alike. The Revd 
Richard Thomas asks (below) if we use play enough in our services 
and stresses the importance of taking our playtime seriously. And 
(right) Natalie Abbott looks at the way some churches are changing 
both the format and timing of the services to incorporate play as 
part of their weekly worship. 



WE all recognise these days that ‘Play’ is a 
vital part of a child’s learning experience. We 
build time for play into the school curriculum, 
and even recognise that some form of ‘play’ is 
part of student life. But we then seem to 
imagine that at some point either imme- 
diately after University, or on getting 
one’s first responsible job, that 
‘play’ stops: that it is something for 
children or students that we should 
leave behind. 



'Adults, just like children, need 
to 'play' if they are to remain 
healthy and creative. 'Playing' 
is about letting the imagina- 
tion off the leash, about creat- 
ing different frameworks from 
which to view the world: its 
about remaining fresh and 
active and alive' 



negative pressures, and allowing us to re-cre- 
ate ourselves in new and exciting relationships 
that are miles away from our work. I ‘play’ 
by going offshore yachting, by 
making music, and by Morris 
dancing. I find that by allow- 
ing myself time to play, and by 
encouraging other members of 
my family to have their own 
‘playtime’, we remain fresh, 
creative and alive! 

And just as individuals need 
to take time out to ‘play’, the 
same is true for organisations 
and institutions. I have taken 
members of our church sailing, 
both in the UK and in Majorca. 

It has helped us to see each other 
in a new light, and we have gained 
new friends along the way. And in 
the middle ages, a day of Misrule 
used to be an annual feature, with 
‘boy bishops’, jesters, and mock 
mayors helping people to laugh at 
the stupidities of life. And after a 
while, it was the ‘fool’ who was the 
one who could tell the truth to the king 
without fear of punishment. 

On a more serious note, I have used the 
idea of ‘play’ to help a whole community 
step outside itself and understand things 



in a new way. Every month we would have a 
sermon from some mission society or other. 
And I would watch people’s eyes glaze over as 
the concepts passed six feet above their heads. 
Until one day, after a particularly gruelling 
piece of miscommunication, I asked for two vol- 
unteers from the parish to go to Africa with a 
video camera. By using the concept of ‘play’, 
my hope was that they would experience for 
themselves the issues and help bridge the experi- 
ential gap. We paid for their air fares, and when 
they returned, they transformed our understand- 
ing of mission. By using the principles of ‘play’, 
we were able, by proxy, to immerse ourselves in 
their experience of mission, and we were trans- 
formed by the process. 

The freedom of creativity in play is a gift 
from God. You only have to look at the way 
animals of all ages take time out to play, to 
fool with each other, to realise that there is 
something sacred about enjoying things for 
their own sake, without having to find a util- 
itarian purpose for them. So lets have more 
carnivals, more sailing trips, more sheer 
enjoyment of life! Its all there in God’s 



'by taking our 'playtime' 
seriously, we can stay in 
touch with our inner 
selves, and revel in a 
God who laughs' 



wonderful free gift of life; and by taking 
our ‘playtime’ seriously, we can stay in 
touch with our inner selves, keep the 
creativity of our lives intact, and simply 
revel in a God who laughs, jokes and 
encourages us to have fun! 

Richard Thomas is communications 
director the Diocese of Oxford and 
formerly Rector of All Saints , 
Winchester. Photos were taken 
at the Diocesan Convention in 
2002 by Frank Blackwell 



World Windows Africa is an exciting and interactive 
teaching resource on CD-ROM that 

• offers a window into the world of Africa through story-telling, music, 
games, crafts and learning activities 

• helps children enter into a cross-cultural experience that will 
broaden and enrich their understanding of this richly varied .continent 

• is suitable for use in both churches and schools, with activities 
linked to the Primary National Curriculum for ease of use in schools 

World Windows Africa costs £20. 

To buy this and other CMS resources visit www.cms-shop.co.uk 



It’s not true, and it’s not good theology 
either. I believe that ‘Play’ should continue 
to be recognised as a vital part of human 4 
health throughout adult life. Adults, 
just like children, need to ‘play’ if 
they are to remain healthy and 
creative. ‘Playing’ is about let- 
ting the imagination off the 
leash, about creating dif- 
ferent frameworks from 
which to view the 
world: it’s about 
remaining fresh and 
active and alive. It is 
also a wonderful 
stress-buster, taking 
us away from harmful 



fuzzy edges 

www.fuzzyedges.com 
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Recognising the 
importance of 
play time 



bv Natalie Abbott 

JUST a generation ago, Sundays were a very 
different affair. For a large number of the 
population it would have involved a trip to 
church or Sunday school (even if their par- 
ents weren’t church-goers). The idea of play- 
ing in sports matches, going to the swimming 
pool or, for some, even watching television 
on a Sunday was almost unheard of. Today, 
for better or worse the ‘Sunday culture’ is 
changing. Sundays are ‘play-day’; a day to 
pursue hobbies and leisure activities. But how 
does the church respond to these changing 
attitudes? Are church and play mutually 
exclusive, or does play form an integral part 
of our worship and church life? 

The Oxford Vineyard Church hit the head- 
lines recently when they announced they were 
moving their morning service to 4pm. Church 
Leader, Andrew Myatt feels this was an 
essential move to try to accommodate chang- 
ing lifestyles. 

‘Our observation was that more and more 
people are busy on a Sunday morning and 
don’t have time, to go to church. 

‘Young people in our congregation felt that 
trying to get friends along to church for 
10.30 was almost impossible. 

‘We felt that we should do whatever it 
takes in terms of our church culture to reach 
unchurched people.’ 

Although these are early stages, he sees 
positive signs that this has been a success: 
‘Sunday is a day of rest and it suits people 
to be able to rest on a Sunday morning. 
People do seem more relaxed in the after- 
noon. And they arrive on time!’ 

In Andrew’s opinion, the move to an after- 
noon service does not mean that church and 
play are entirely separate entities, but that it 
provides opportunities to reach people out- 
side the church building: 

‘We encourage our people to be fully 
engaged in business and sport and leisure activ- 
ities. The Bible is relevant to every part of our 
lives and culture and we want people to be salt 
and light in every area of their community.’ 
‘Jesus had a very holistic view of life. Our 
relationship with God should impact every- 
thing that we do.’ 

Greyfriars in Reading, a grow- 
ing Church of England 

&■ 



church also believe it is important to reach 
people where they are. As a result they have a 
wide and varied programme of children’s and 
young people’s work that incorporates church 
and play. From toddler groups that meet in 
the week to play, to children’s groups that 
meet during the church service for stories, 
crafts, drama and other forms of interactive 
learning. 

The way that children’s church is conducted 
is changing in many churches. Jenny Hyson, 
Diocesan Children’s Officer, has been very 
involved in the development of Godly Play. 

‘Within Godly Play there is a deliberate 

'We encourage our people to be 
fully engaged in business and 
sport and leisure activities 7 



attempt to follow the shape of worship in the 
way the children’s time is spent in Sunday 
groups. For several years many of those 
involved in working with children have strug- 
gled to move away from the image of Sunday 
School or worse still a creche.’ 

‘Godly Play works from the premise that 
children are unique individuals, with different 
needs, ways of learning and responding, and 
that play is a vitally important element to 
learning.* 

Derek Attrill, the Youth Pastor at Greyfriars 



says that play is an important area of church 
life and church outreach; for children, young 
people, and for the church as a whole. 

‘Parents these days don’t necessarily send 
their children to Sunday school, so it’s all 
about building relationships. One of the 
models that I work to is an upside down tri- 
angle. At the top are events, which are 
Christian-run but low Christian content. ‘The 
Mix’ has pool tables and PlayStations and the 
idea is that young people come along and just 
play. They meet Christians for the first time. 
There’s no ‘God Spot’ as such. Further down 
the triangle we have activities with gentle but 
more blatant Christian content, presentation 
type style. That then works its way down to 
youth alpha, cell groups and church.’ 

And play isn’t just for the kids: ‘The church 
each year has a Fun Day and we book a farm 
for the day. We have a service in the morning 



and we rent inflatables, have barbeques, play 
volleyball and football. It’s a time for the 
church to increase fellowship and it is amaz- 
ing how successful it is.’ 

As leisure activities and ‘play’ become a 
greater focus for our society, the challenge for 
churches to meet the needs of their church 
and local community increases. Many 
churches recognise the importance of play as 
part of their teaching, worship and fellowship 
time, and are also finding that play provides 
a unique opportunity to reach out to people. 
Whether in church-led activities, or social 
events, at work or at play, God wants to be 
present in every part of our lives. Generation 
X, the 18 -30’s group at Greyfriars say: ‘We 
are committed to seeing ‘Church’ as who we 
are and what we do all week, rather than just 
a building or a Sunday meeting’. 

It’s a challenge to us all. 



Name 



Address 



Someone is listening 

Exciting, challenging, romantic. These are all words that a life on the ocean waves 
bring to mind. But lonely, dangerous and poorly paid is sometimes more accurate. 

Ships can be a tough workplace, as well as taking seafarers far from home, family 
and friends. The Mission to Seafarers offers a listening ear, friendship and spiritual 
support to thousands of seafarers worldwide as well as practical help in justice and 
welfare cases. 

We are a mission agency of the Church of England and depend entirely on donations 
to do this work. 



Please remember seafarers on Sea Sunday, July 10, 2005. If you would like 
a resources pack, complete the coupon below and send to: 



Kathy Baldwin, 

The Mission to Seafarers, 

St. Michael Paternoster Royal, 
College Hill, London EC4R 2RL 



Tel: 020 7248 5202 Fax: 020 7248 4761 
Email: pr@missiontoseafarers.org 
Website: www.missiontoseafarers.org 
Registered Charity No. 212432 



CaHng for seafarers 
wound the world 



Please send me a Sea Sunday resources pack. 



. Postcode 
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TO ADVERTISE RING: 0207 417 5833 
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GRACE 

PROJECT 



Discover who you really are., 

The Grace Project 

Europa Studios, The Custard Pie Factory 
Studio 21/22 

Victoria Road, North Acton 
London NW10 6ND 
England 

Telephone: +44 (0) 20 8961 1687 
E-mail: info@thegraceproject.com 
www.thegraceproject.com 



Paul Anderson-Walsh 

PG Dip Applied Theology 

Paul is the Principal of The 
Grace Project, the college he 
founded in 2000. Before the 
establishment of the college, 
Paul was the Director of Studies 
at the International Bible 
Institute of London, which, dur- 
ing his tenure, was reputed to 
be one of Europe's largest bib- 
lical based training organisa- 
tions. Paul's decision to resign 
his post and establish The 
Grace Project arose out of a 
deep-seated belief that the 
great need among Christian 
workers is not to be trained to 
"Work for Jesus" but to know 
Him as their total reality and to 
learn the secret of drawing 
their life and identity from Him 
alone. Paul specialises in 
teaching the replacement life of 
Christ and has authored sever- 
al articles on the subject. He is 
in increasing demand as a 
public speaker at numerous 
conferences around the world. 

The Grace Project Ecclesia's 
primary concern is to provide 
a bridge for people to cross 
over from the world of religion 
.... into a world of grace: 

Where who you already are 
naturally defines what you nat- 
urally do; 

Where you are free to be your- 
self; 

Where people help others 
because they are already 
accepted; and 

where there is no condemna- 
tion for those who are in Christ 

The primary focus of The 
Grace Project Ecclesia is to 
encourage the 'Saved but 
Sorry', by introducing them to 
what we call the 'Gospel to the 
Saved'. The essence of this 
message can be found in 
Galatians 2:20, "it is no longer 
I who lives, but Christ that lives 
in me, and that life that I live, I 
live by the faith of the Son of 
God who loved me and gave 
His life to me." 



New Release from Grace Project Publications 


T t has been said that, “there are two types of people in 
A the world, those who live a life that they don’t have 
and those who have a life that they don’t live.” Whether 
the Christian life is something to be endured rather than 
an exciting life to be enjoyed depends upon what we 
understand about the nature of salvation. The Pathway 
is a new six part study guide exploring what the Grace 
Project calls “The Gospel to the Saved” Galatians 2:20 
“For I have been crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, Christ liveth in me.” 


Contents 


Pt 1. Labour Isn’t Working ~ From Churchianity 
to Christianity 


Pt 2. Burnout ~ An Agony to be Embraced 


IJt 3. Frightened by Freedom ~ The Counter 
Intuitivism of Grace 


Pt 4. Perfecting the Perfect ~ From Separation to Union 


Pt 5. What’s Love Got to Do With It? 


Pt. 6. Safe & Sound 


For Further Information about our Seminars, 
Full & P/T Courses, Home Study, & Performing 
Arts Programmes visit our site 
www.thegraceproject.com 


To Order Your Copy of The Pathway now for £19.99 + p&p 
email info info@thegraceproject.com or 


Tel: 020 8961 1687 




Christian Community 

etfea'CS Holidays 



Come and enjoy in- 
scenery or the Short, 
our ph vote reach a 



Lee Abbey 

Lee Abbey is home to a Christian community that hosts a 
Conference, Retreat and Holiday Centre, set in a spacious 
280 acres of farm and woodland, overlooking the dramatic 
Exmoor coast. As a guest, you are free to join in as many 
(or as few!) programme sessions as you like. 

The community is an interdenominational Christian team 
of around 100 individuals and families brought together 
from across the globe by God’s call to live for and serve 
Him, developing new skills and broadening their 
experience. 

Our vision is that you experience a new or renewed 
encounter with the living Lord Jesus Christ, via: 

Building community 

We are called by God, for a longer or shorter period, to the 
costly adventure of community living. We are called to be a 
worshipping, prophetic and caring community that lives out 
the Gospel, learning to serve each other and those whom 
God sends. 

Being God’s welcome 

We want to welcome those men, women, young people and 
children who are spiritually hungry, and by God’s grace to 
offer here both an oasis and a challenge. We aim to provide 
a place of refreshment for body, mind and spirit, especially 
to any who feel wounded, unloved or lacking direction in 
life. 



Renewing and serving the Church 

We desire to bring men, women, young people and children 
to a new or renewed encounter with the living Lord Jesus 
Christ, so that as members of 

His church they may serve God in His world through the 
power of His Spirit. We aim to serve through evangelism, 
teaching, worship, renewal 

and prayer, and by the witness of our life together. 

The Beacon 

In addition to the main house Lee Abbey has recently 
opened modern youth facilities in a dramatic location. The 
Beacon offers a unique setting for residential outdoor 
teaching and 
activity breaks. 

The centre is ideal for schools, colleges and universities and 
a wonderful environment for Youth Group holidays. We are 
committed to delivering a wide range of exciting and 
challenging activities which will help to develop new skills 
and facilitate team building. 

The Beacon is staffed by a Christian Community which 
welcomes people of all faiths and none. 

For bookings please contact 0800 389 1189 
or email Relax@LeeAbbey.org.uk 



Medina Valley try something different 
Ife Dinghy sai,li>9 courses * 8,1 abMttes 

JEsESSm Instructor training scheme 

Holiday with your family, church or youth group Powerboat 

Canoeing 
Guided walks 

, , , ... Bible studies 

lower prices at Easter 



the BIGGER the discount 
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www.1n0dinavall9yce11tra.org.uk 
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Time to get away on retreat? 



In a busy world finding spiritual refreshment is not always 
easy. Joining a monastery is one option, but increasing 
numbers of Christians are choosing the option of a short 
retreat to recharge their spiritual batteries 



IF EVER it was pos- 
sible to glamorise 
silence and stillness, 
BBC2’s recent series 
The Monastery may 
well have achieved 
this. Anyone who has 
been watching the 
journey of five ordi- 
nary men living for 
six weeks in a 
Benedictine 
monastery will surely 
have been filled with 
a deep yearning to 
throw off the hectic 
hubris of modern life, 
and seek spiritual sol- 
ace on a religious 
retreat in the country. 

In a society in 
which so many expe- 
rience the pressures of 
increasing techno- 
consumerism threat- 
ening private dignity, 
the crush of crowds 
and commerce threat- 
en to fill in the cracks 
of holy absences. 
More locally, we can 
feel trapped by dizzy 
metropolitan rou- 
tines. Beyond these 
intrusions, spiritual 
retreats can restore 
some sense of focus 
and of peace. 

There are many 
occasions in which 
silence can be more 
eloquent than any 
myriad of words. In 
Mathew 27:14 “Jesus 
kept silence — not a 
word from his mouth. 
The governor was 
impressed, really 
impressed,” (The 
Message). In fact, 
Jesus’ journey into the 
wilderness should be 
a model for our own 
quest for stillness and 
solitude. 

As the partici- 
pants of The 
Monastery discov- 
ered, religious retreats 
can teach us some- 
thing unique about 
maintaining the sanc- 
tity of the individual 
in a pervasive and 
undiscriminating 
mass culture. One 
travel writer, who 
recently wrote about 
her visit to a religious 
retreat for a national 
newspaper said: 
“Could the monastery 



be paradise on 
earth?” 

So if it’s all so 
heavenly, why aren’t 
we hearing more peo- 
ple say “I’m just off to 
a monastery for the 
weekend”? 

In truth, people 
are often intimidated 
by the prospect of try- 
ing to adapt from a 
noisy, busy lifestyle to 
one in which silence 
and stillness domi- 
nate. Being ‘on holi- 
day with God’ is an 
idea they like in theo- 
ry, but the reality of 
meditating and being 
alone, as well as suc- 
cumbing to a sense of 
unknowing fills some 
with horror: “How 
can you be silent for a 
whole day, let alone a 
weekend?” “What do 
you do all day?” 
“Don’t you get bored, 
or worse, lonely?” 

Many retreats and 
Quiet Days incorpo- 
rate a time of silence 
but are not silent the 
whole time. Lee 
Abbey, a tranquil 
Christian conference 
centre in Devon, is a 
good example. It runs 
a number of silent 
retreats, in which 
guests can switch off 
from the routine rush 
of the day and the 
constant attempts to 
get more things done, 
and instead allow 
time to read, to think, 
to pray, to listen, and 
time simply to be. 

Although guests 
have the luxurious 
sense of uncluttered 
days stretching glori- 
ously before them, 
there are some fixed 
points to punctuate 
the visit, such as at 
mealtimes and ses- 
sions with the speak- 
er. The fixed points 
helped to give struc- 
ture to the day, and 
not having to rush to 
the next means who 
can really engage with 
the sessions on offer. 

But ultimately the 
days are yours, and 
you will feel far 
removed from the 
everyday stresses. 



Most people find that 
the time passes too 
quickly, and they 
can’t wait to plan 
their next retreat. 

If The Monastery 
has debunked myths 
about religious 

orders, it has also 
simultaneously 
debunked one of the 
most dangerous 
myths in society - 
that meditation and 
stillness are only 
activities in which 
spiritual people can 
partake. This is not 
the case. 

Admittedly, those 
who visit retreats will 
have to adapt to a 
prayerful atmosphere, 
but these retreats are 
for anyone who 
would like to pamper 
and recharge them- 
selves. It is like going 
to a health and beauty 
farm for soul, mind 
and body. Switching 
off the mobile ’phone, 
the TV and all outside 
commitments and 
demands is refreshing 
for mind and body, 
and helps us to evalu- 
ate what is really 
important. 

For those who are 
religious, focusing on 
God and giving him 
time and space to 
speak to us can have 
some surprising 
results. He might say 
things we did not 
expect to hear. God 
will speak to us with- 
out us trying to force 
it, if only we switch 
off the other voices 
and demands that can 
often seem so much 
louder and appear 
more important than 
the most important 
voice of all. 

But don’t think 
you have to hear from 
God every minute of 
the day. It’s also 
important not to over 
assess the ‘usefulness’ 
or ‘effectiveness’ in 
business-like terms, of 
a retreat. If you have 
specific requirements 
that you wish to be 
fulfilled, or you 
expect to make an 
important decision, 



you might find your- 
self disappointed. You 
will spend the entire 
time fretting about 
the decision and may 
possibly miss what 
God actually wants to 
say to you, no matter 
whether that is con- 
nected with your deci- 
sion or not. 

Just sit and let 
your mind wander. 
God might speak to 
you, or you might just 
enjoy being still. Take 
a Bible, a notebook 



and pen, a “spiritual” 
book - such as a book 
of Christian teaching 
or biography — and, 
perhaps surprisingly, 
a novel. 

You could try 
finding new ways of 
reading the Bible, 
ways that you might 
not have used before. 

It is also an 
opportunity to find 
new ways of praying. 
Mostly importantly, 
have time just for 
yourself. 



Africa Alive 



THE "LET GOD" SAFARI 

Climb Kilimanjaro! Get Reconnected! Want to remember what it 
feels like to actually feel freedom? Challenge yourself and 
reconnect with the spirit of life and come alive again by coming 
home to "mama" Africa. We offer a 14 day all inclusive Safari to 
Kilimanjaro, Serengeti and the Ngoro Goro Crater (Game 
Viewing) or the spice islands and perfumed beaches of Zanzibar 
with a 3 day volunteer opportunity to interact with the people of 
Tanzania and see what God is doing in this nation. We want to 
challenge you to climb the biggest mountain in Africa, see animals 
in their natural habitat and get a well earned tan on the white 
sands of spice island Zanzibar! This safari will take you to the 
edge of an unforgettable adventure that will change your life! Join 
us as we prayer walk up the roof of Africa and release the spirit 
for Gods use. 

Reconnect and revive the inner man. 

BOOK NOW! 



FIVE CONFERENCE CENTRES 

The Christian Holiday People have five Centres situated in beautiful areas of the country. Each centre 
will provide a holiday that will suit the whole family from the children, the mums and dads and the 
grandparents! 

The Church family can also be accommodated with Conference facilities at all the centres. 

Starting on the North Yorkshire coast, there is Brockley Hall, Saltburn by the Sea. A short car ride away 
is the beautiful North Yorks moors. Durham. Whitby and many other interesting places to visit. 

On the same coast much further south there is The Pleasaunce, situated just over a mile from Cromer in the 
village of Overstrand, known as Poppyland. The Pleasaunce is a listed building in 6 acres of grounds and 
literally a minutes walk from the cliffs and beaches. Just a car ride away is Sandringham, Hunstanton, The 
Norfolk Broads, Norwich and so many other places of beauty. If bird watching is of interest to you then visit 
The Pleasaunce. 

In North Wales there is Beechwood Court, situated on the side of Conwy Mountain with views over the 
Conwy estuary and the Great Orme. Conwy town with its ancient castle and walls is a must for you to 
visit. Llandudno, the great Welsh holiday town, is between Conwy and St Winifreds, Rhos on Sea right 
on the sea front with beautiful sea views. Both centres are ideal for those who love beaches, sea views, 
walking. The high Welsh mountains are close by. A car ride wilt take you to Snowdonia, Anglesey. Betws 
y Coed and many other places of special interest. 

Our final centre is to be found on the south coast of the Isle of Wight. St Rhadagunds is 2 miles from 
the village of Ventnor. You will have no difficulty in filling your week/fortnight, there is so much to see 
and do on the Island. If you are after a holiday that will suit all ages and are looking for good Christian 
fellowship and good food with plenty of fun thrown in then visit The Christian Holiday People. 

PS. Maybe the days are gone when you travel to your holiday destination by car, then why not take 
advantage of our Coach Holidays. We will take you direct to the centre of your choice. 

For further details and a copy of the 2005 colour brochure please phone: 

0151 526 2102 



WHERE SHALL WE GO FOR OUR 

CHURCH 

CONFERENCE? 

Does your Church ever ask 
this question? 

THE CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY 
PEOPLE 

Could be the answer 
to your problem 

Five Holiday/Conference 
Centres situated at 

Conwy : Cromer : Isle of Wight : 
Rhos on Sea : Saltburn 

0151-526 2102 

for your Free coloured brochure 



Rest and Renewal at 

The Abbey , Sutton Courtenay . 

Tucked away in the centre of the ancient Oxfordshire 
village of Sutton Courtenay is the 13th century house 
now known as The ‘Abbey’. We are a community 
rooted in the Christian tradition, but open to the 
wisdom of other faiths. Our meals are vegetarian, 
delicious and always freshly prepared, and as much as 
possible, organic. We have delightful grounds, and a 
walled flower and organic vegetable garden. 

‘The Abbey’ is host to many groups who hire our 
beautiful rooms for their own programmes. Our 
visitors stay either in the Abbey house, or in our guest 
house with bedrooms that overlook the walled garden. 
Once a month we make space for Rest and Renewal 
Retreats. These are three days midweek, often from 
TUesday to Thursday. Our retreat days are not guided, 
or highly structured, although guides are available on 
request. We offer a quiet, gentle space to have the 
opportunity to absorb the healing qualities of the 
Abbey itself, to become slow, peaceful and restored. 

We now have the opportunity of offering these 
days to church groups, , or congregations who 
would like to bring their own retreat leaders. 
Our guest house would be fully at their 
disposal and we can provide all meals for 
groups of up to 14 people. 

There will be opportunities to come and visit The 
Abbey during the summer. We are holding an Open 
Day on Sunday afternoon, 22nd May, coinciding with 
our local Vicar’s Fun Day on the village green. Come 
and enjoy both occasions! 

Our summer and autumn programme are in 
preparation, and include the following, ‘A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’, with Barbara Vellacott, ‘Discover the 
Clown Within', with Sharon Usher. ‘Summer at the 
Abbey’ 22 - 26 August is an opportunity to live and 
enjoy working here peacefully with the community. 

We can offer overnight accommodation for all our 
events, if you book early enough. 

For more information contact the Abbey on weekdays 
from 9.30 - 1.00, Tel: 01235 847401. E-mail: 
Admin@theabbeysc.demon.co.uk and visit our web site: 
www.theabbey.uk.com 

Our Address: The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, 

Abingdon, Oxford 0X14 4AF. 




THE ABBEY, SUTTON COURTENAY 
0X14 4AF 

Space available for mid-week RETREATS 
for congregations and their leaders. 

• We offer beautiful, quiet 
surroundings 

• Gentle care 

• Simple, delicious vegetarian meals 

• Reasonable prices 

01235 847401 www.theabbey.uk.com 

Rooted in the Christian tradition yet open to the 
wisdom of other faiths, The Abbey provides a setting 
for the exploration of deep spiritual truths and values, 
and the mystery of life. 

Reg. charity no. 278687 
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Fairtrade Food 



June Recipe: Beryl Zelcer’s Cold 
Beetroot Soup (Borsch) 

by our cookery writer Ann Way 

Recently I had to have three days in Wycombe Hospital as my poor little cat was 
ill and in her distress she bit me savagely during treatment at the vets. The bites 
Turned septic and so I had to have treatment myself for septicaemia. During this 
time I made friends with another lady and we discovered we had lots of interests 
in common, cooking being one of them. Beryl gave me this Polish recipe for 
Beetroot Soup. I have tried it and it is delicious! 

Ingredients 

lib baby beetroots (the smaller the better) 
and their leafy tops 
1 tsp red wine vinegar or cider vinegar 
1 carton of double cream or creme fraiche 
A pinch of fairtrade sugar 
1/2 pint of water 
1 squeeze of lemon juice 
salt and pepper 

A mixture of fresh herbs eg coriander, parsley and a little mint 

Method 

Take the beetroots and wash well. Chop off the roots, but leave the skins and the 
leafy tops on. Add a teaspoon of salt to the washing water to remove any tiny 
slugs or snails. Rinse in fresh water and chop the beetroots and leaves finely. 
Place in a saucepan with half a pint of water, a pinch of salt and the vinegar and 
a small squeeze of lemon. Cook just enough to make sure the beetroot pieces are 
tender. If you prefer a smoother consistency, place in a blender for a minute. Cool 
thoroughly and then pour into a soup tureen. Stir the cream or creme fraiche in 
swirls and decorate the top with finely chopped herbs. 

PS. My cat is fine now and still loved very much and I am ok as well! 




Fairtrade family shopping 

The Door set readers a challenge to use four fairtrade items a day during this year's Fairtrade 
Fortnight and write about their experiences. The Thompson family (Simon, Kate and their two children) 
from Sutton Courtenay, describe their experiences below. Their efforts win them a month's supply of 
Divine chocolate's new bar, Divine Orange. 

WE’D decided that we would limit our fairtrade pur- 
chases to consumables which weren’t grown locally. We 
enjoy the farmers markets and farm shops - after all, 
that’s a form of fairtrade isn’t it - so our fairtrade pur- 
chases would be limited to pulses, grains, fruit and veg 
which you could only get abroad! 

We also decided that we wouldn’t alter our normal 
shopping routine of taking the kids, Ella and Ben, to the 
supermarket any time they needed some entertainment. 

We’d still go to the same shops in the same towns 
(Didcot and Abingdon) on the same days of the week 
but where we could buy fairtrade, we would. 

We didn’t get off to the best start - our first foray to 
Sainsbury’s in Didcot was not successful. All we found 
was fairtrade coffee (which to be honest, we’d been buy- 
ing for years), tea (which we’d tried before and didn’t 
like) and chocolate. Of course, at the mention of the ‘c’ 
word, Ella’s and Ben’s eyes lit up - ten minutes and one 
bar later, they were bouncing off the walls. Not very 
Jamie Oliver! However, for research purposes, we did 
buy some more fairtrade tea. It has to be said that it did 
taste nicer this time than last though Kate thinks we 
may have bought decaf the first time by mistake. 

Our visits to Tesco’s and Waitrose in Abingdon weren’t 
much better which led us to one conclusion - in supermar- 
ket speak, fairtrade just isn’t sexy! It was very easy to spot 
the value or basic ranges, special kid-friendly food, finest 
ready meals or even organic produce. For some reason, fair- 
trade just doesn’t get the same billing. We struggled to find 




fairtrade produce in all the major supermarket chains which 
was hugely disappointing. You’d have thought they’d have 
been more supportive of the fairtrade movement. But then 
again 

So we had three of our four products - what of the 
fourth. We left it to the kids to decide. Our final mission was 
to the Co-op in Dorchester where the two children, trained 
to spot a fairtrade logo at ten paces, were let loose in a sort 
of fairtrade supermarket sweep. Sadly, it didn’t all go 
according to plan. Rather than find some rice, pasta, 
bananas or mangoes which they would proudly hold up for 
parental acclaim, the first fairtrade products they spotted, 
right at eye-level for them, was the chocolate. Oh well, if we 
win, at least two little people will be happy. 



t Special offer for readers of The Door ★ 

Subscribe today 

and receive 3 months free 

Take out an annual subscription to The Church of England Newspaper today and you will have the 
newspaper delivered to your home every week. With news, comment and features, there is something 
for everyone. 

Subscription rates: UK: £55 • Pensioners £40 • Full-time students £30 • Airmail rates: Europe £70 • rest of world £85 




“When I started work on The Times in 1987, 
The Church of England Newspaper did not 
figure at all on my “things to read” list. 
Suddenly, in the mid-1 990’s, it began break- 
ing big stories that we had to follow up. It 
has continued to do so, placing it on an 
exponential upwards curve ever since. 

With the broadening of its agenda, along 
with the phenomenally growing influence 
of the evangelical wing, it now merits its 
title and I no longer feel it an imperative to 
explain to my newsdesk that it is not really 
the newspaper of the Church of England. 
Because frequently, it reads and feels as 
though it is” Ruth Gledhill, 

Religion Correspondent of The Times 



/Yes, please send me The Church of England Newspaper for the next 12 months. 

My details: Title: Initial(s): Surname: 

Address: 



Postcode: ... 

Daytime telephone no: E-mail:.* | 

□ I enclose a cheque (payable to The Church of England Newspaper) for £ 

OR 

| □ I authorise you to debit my Visa/MasterCard/Eurocard with the amount of £ | 

My card number is / ./ / 

Expiry date: Issue: 

Send to: Subscription Dept, The Church of England Newspaper, 20-26 Brunswick Place, London N1 6DZ 

i i 
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World Church 



Christian Aid celebrates 
its 60 th birthday! 



Study tour was ‘humbling and 
inspiring experience’ for Lindsay 




by Hilary Blake 

LIKE all 60 year olds, we have 
seen many changes in the 
world around us and in our- 
selves. There is much to cele- 
brate: people who are alive 
today because of the work of 
Christian Aid’s partners, peo- 
ple who have a secure supply 
of food and clean water, 
women and marginalized 
people who have found a 
voice in decision making. 

But there is still much that 
shames and challenges. While 
global wealth has increased 
and we have the capacity to 
cure diseases that were once 
fatal, still half the world’s 
population lives on less than 
£ 1.30 per day and children 
die every day from diarrhoea. 
We have many hopes for the 
next 60 years. People 
throughout the UK and 
Ireland and around the world 
are acting, campaigning, 
praying and giving to make 
the vision of the end of pover- 



ty a reality. The variety of 
activity during Christian Aid 
Week in May across the dio- 
cese revealed how many peo- 
ple are dedicated to making a 
real difference in the world 
through Christian Aid. People 
from the Oxford diocese 
joined 2,000 others at a spe- 
cial service in St Paul’s 
Cathedral in April, where we 
heard from the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and Christian Aid 
partners from Burkina Faso 
and the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. 

So let’s enjoy the celebra- 
tions throughout the year, 
looking back on what has 
been achieved during the last 
six decades. But let’s also look 
to the future, and rededicate 
ourselves to working for the 
eradication of poverty, how- 
ever long it takes. 

Hilary Blake is volunteers 
development officer for 
Christian Aid , covering 
Oxfordshire , Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire. 



LINDSAY Lonchar from 
Abingdon is back on home soil 
this month, following a two 
week study tour in Uganda & 
Rwanda. 

Along with ten other team 
members from England and 
Wales, Lindsay has been expe- 
riencing the work of four dif- 
ferent Tearfund partners work- 
ing in areas such as provision 
of clean water and sanitation, 
HTV AIDS education and care, 
food security and community 
relations/co-operatives. The 
team have returned with 
reports of whole communities 
being transformed as a result 
of these programmes. 

Lindsay says, ‘It was amaz- 
ing to hear stories of changed 
lives on so many levels; fami- 
lies who until recently had to 
walk 18km a day just to fetch 
one bucket of water now have 
water tanks outside their 
homes. This means children 
now have the time to go to 
school instead of having to 



divert most of their energy to 
collecting water and helping at 
home. We also met grand- 
mothers who have lost all their 
children to HIV/AIDS and are 
now supporting eight or more 
grandchildren with very few 
resources. But now they are 
living in sheltered communi- 
ties and have help with med- 
ical and education costs. In 
Rwanda we met people who 
lost their entire family in the 
genocide 11 years ago and 
have been working tirelessly 
ever since to see reconciliation 
and lasting peace restored to 
the nation. It was a truly 
humbling and inspiring expe- 
rience none of the team will 
ever forget.’ 

Lindsay’s trip to Uganda and 
Rwanda was part of 
Tearfund’s annual programme 
of study tours for volunteers. 
These trips are an opportunity 
for volunteers to learn from life 
and work in the developing 
world and to see first hand 



how money they have helped 
to raise has impacted lives and 
communities. 

Now they have returned the 
team are keen to use their 
experiences to increase aware- 
ness of the current 
MakePovertyHistory cam- 
paign, of which Tearfund is a 
founding member. 

‘We have seen first hand 
how simple actions can make a 
massive difference in people's 



lives,’ says Lindsay, ‘and 
believe that eradicating 
extreme poverty is possible - if 
the leaders of the world’s rich- 
est countries make it their pri- 
ority in 2005.’ 

For more information about 
volunteering, study tours or 
the MakePovertyHistory cam- 
paign e-mail Lindsay.Lonchar 
@tearfund.org or call the 
regional office on 01235 
550467. 



The Leprosy Mission 

kuvuireds of gift Idea s, greeting c-arck avui Christian books 

Trading Partners 
urgently needed! 

gei^erous commissions -paldl 



Could you sell our products to your friends, contacts or relatives? Perhaps 
by handing out our catalogues; or setting up a stall at your local church; 
or holding 'party plan' evenings, or even all three. 




TLM Trading is a mail order 
company selling a wide 
I range of gifts, greetings 
cards and books, mainly to 
the Christian community. 

^ We are wholly owned by 

P The Leprosy Mission, a 

pr Christian charity ministering 
t" to leprosy affected people 
r throughout the world and 
about 30% of the products 
we sell are handmade by leprosy 
affected or disadvantaged people. 



We are looking for a number of partners to help us increase our sales. You do not 
need any special qualifications other than enthusiasm, contacts and empathy with 
the objectives of The Leprosy Mission. 

If you are interested, please call us on 0845 166 2253 
ni|[ for an information pack or visit us at 

www.flmtraditig.com. 



PUBLISH YOUR BOOK WITH BOOKPRINT! 



Bookprint Creative Services, founded in January 1993, is 
an independent Christian company built on almost 30 
years’ experience in designing and producing books for 
publishers. We have looked after the design and 
production of many hundreds of titles for Christian 
publishers and authors - well over two million books in all 
and including a number of bestsellers. 

•For authors who are ready to finance the production 
of their book we offer a complete one-stop service from 
receipt of manuscript to delivery of finished books - and 
more. As well as complete design and production we can 
offer editorial assistance if required and a sales, marketing 
and distribution service into Christian bookshops and 
potentially beyond. 

•This is the ideal route for an author to self-publish 
his or her book, allowing them to achieve a quality and 
standard normally only attained by leading publishers. 
Through our associate company Thankful Books we also 
offer self-financing authors the opportunity to have their 



book considered for co-publication under this new and 
growing Christian publishing imprint, giving further 
increased sales potential. 

•Whether you have written a book of poems, 
teaching, autobiography or the history of your church or 
parish - you name it - provided it exceeds a minimum of 
about 16,000 words we can turn it into a professional 
paperback or hardback, printed black inside (with colour 
pictures added if required) and full colour cover. Print 
runs start at 500 copies. 

•Your book could be the achievement of a lifetime: 
Bookprint can help you make it a reality, attaining a 
standard to maximise its potential and help it stand 
alongside the best. 

•For further details send for a free information pack 
and estimate request form, without obligation, to 
Bookprint, 2a The Avenue, Eastbourne, E. Sussex BN21 
3YA, or email BCS@bookprint.co.uk or telephone: 
01323 411315 or visit: www.bookprint.co.uk 
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Caring across the ages 

As people live longer the families who look after the 
elderly are getting younger and younger. 

Johanna Thomas-Corr looks at the issues faced by younger 
people looking after elderly relatives 



“AGE, and then the 
only end of age” 
wrote Philip Larkin, 
despairing of the 
onset of what many 
of us fear most. And 
why? Perhaps because 
in our society, we 
worship the twin gods 
of youth and beauty. 
In comparison, age, 
wisdom and experi- 
ence don’t have much 
currency. 

In some ways, the 
elderly have never 
been more healthy or 
energetic. “Golden 
pleasure seekers” is 
now a marketing cate- 
gory referring to those 
whose mortgages are 
paid off, have decent 
pensions and freedom 



now that the kids are 
grown. We have an 
increasingly older 
population, and that 
‘Saga lot’ are not only 
the target for the mar- 
ket, they are appar- 
ently politically 
armed to the hilt. Yes, 
‘grey power’ has been 
in the spotlight in the 
general election since 
the more senior you 
are, the more likely 
you are to vote. 

But a true picture 
of old age in modern 
society is not so black 
and white, and with 
‘grey power’ there’s a 
great deal of differ- 
ence between a hale 
and hearty 60-year- 
old and an infirm 80- 



year-old. It’s no won- 
der there is a good 
deal of handwringing 
in Britain about how 
we deal with our old 
people. 

Small families 
with distant sons and 
daughters aren’t 
geared to coping with 
frail grans, and reality 
is often a million 
miles from our Old 
Testament ideals of 
respecting the elderly. 
Far too many isolated 
and lonely people are 
scraping by on noth- 
ing much. Care for 
the elderly is often 
entirely funded by 
themselves, many 
being conned into 
selling their houses on 



the cheap to afford 
(often appalling) resi- 
dential care. All this, 
and we haven’t even 
touched on the pen- 
sion crisis. 

But is the situa- 
tion entirely grim? 
What’s more, are 
young people’s atti- 
tudes to the elderly 
really as brutal and 
disrespectful as we 
might think? 

There are few 
people of twenty- 
something generation 
who haven’t been 
affected by the illness 
or death of grandpar- 
ents. (As I started this 
piece, one friend e- 
mailed to tell me she 
was back in the coun- 



KEYCHANGE|CHARITY 

CHRISTIANS HELPING/PEOPLE IN NEED 

Keychange is one of the largest providers of Christian care for the elderly 
in the UK, based on over 60 years of experience. 

Keychange homes offer exemplary standards in comfort, hygiene and catering. 

We believe that every person is made in the image of God and is a valued 
and valuable member of society. We aim to ensure that all of our residents 
are treated with love and respect. Our experience in the area of providing residential 
homes for the elderly and the compassion in the hearts of our 
team members mean that we can offer top-class facilities. 



Keychange Homes 
Cromer: Upton House 
Plymouth: Mount Eventide 
Sidmouth: Rose Lawn 
Southampton: Fair Havens 
Torquay: W aimer House 
Tunbridge Wells: Rosset Holt 
Wimbledon: Alexander House 
St Annes-on-Sea: Jubilee Cottage Trust 
(sheltered flats) 



i . . . wonderful homes 
staffed by very 
special people ... J 



For more details please visit the website www.keychange.org.uk 
or call head office 0207 633 0533 

Keychange Charity is a registered charity No 1 06 1 344; a company limited by guarantee No 33 1 7563; 
is affiliated to the Evangelical Alliance and a member of the Christian Care Association. 





Resident places currently 
available at Walmer House 





try for her grand- 
mother’s funeral). 

Much of the time, 
it’s the worry over 
how much worry 
their own parents are 
suffering. Just recent- 
ly, it seems that every- 
one I know is caught 
up in dilemmas over 
how to handle their 
grandparents’ 
‘autumn years’. 

When I found out 
recently quite how ill 
my grandfather was, 
the helplessness of 
being so far away 
made me incredibly 
frustrated. I guilt-rid- 
denly vowed to help 
as many old people as 
I possibly could find, 
and set about carrying 
old ladies’ suitcases 
off trains and deliber- 
ately dropping change 
in order to stall buses 
for pensioners desper- 
ately trying to catch 
up. I was always so 
taken aback by how 
absurdly grateful the 
recipients would be. 
But I realised these 
fits of sentimentality 




still would never solve 
some of the wider dif- 
ficulties faced by the 
elderly every day. 

In one of her 
recent columns, Now 
We Are 70, the formi- 
dable Joan Bakewell 
wrote: “Old age was 
once supposedly a 
hallowed time of wis- 
dom and experience. 
The whole thing has 
turned on its head, 
and we have to go 
seeking help from 
youngsters who are 
only now learning to 
rise a bicycle or swim 
a length.” 



THE ERNEST LUFF HOMES 

(Charity No. 1045920) 

2-4 LUFF WAY, GARDEN ROAD 
WALTON-ON-THE-NAZE, ESSEX C0I4 8SW 

Providers of Care for Elderly Christians 

The aim of the homes is to provide a 
caring environment to meet the physical and 
spiritual needs of elderly Christians. 

The homes are able to offer: 

★ Sheltered Accommodation - one bed roomed bungalows 

★ Residential Care Accommodation - all single rooms, 
many with en-suite facilities. 

For further details telephone: 

01255 682430 



For grandchildren 
wishing to bridge the 
age gap, and share 
experiences with their 
elders, it can be diffi- 
cult to organise activ- 
ities such as theatre 
trips and exhibitions, 
involving complex 
travel arrangements 
and timings whilst 
maintaining a degree 
of sensitivity suffi- 
cient to ensure that 
roles are not entirely 
reversed. 

One of my 
friends, Emily, 23, is 
concerned about 
patronising her 

grandmother who 
lives alone. She said: 
“Grandparents 
should not be made to 
feel childlike, but the 
reality is that the 
grandchild can end up 
assuming responsibili- 
ty for the older gener- 
ation, a poignant dis- 
tortion of childhood 
outings made some 20 
years earlier with 
newly retired grand- 
parents.” 

Katy, 25, whose 
proud grandmother 
refuses to accept help, 



was recently left feel- 
ing powerless when 
she visited her in hos- 
pital: “It’s easy to 
spend your entire 
youth believing your 
grandparents are 

immortal. 

“This can change 
in an instant. When 
you see them in a hos- 
pital bed - tubes run- 
ning in and out of 
their skin, which is 
all-of-a-sudden like 
tracing-paper, and 

looking terrified - 
you realise they aren’t 
immortal at all. That 
realisation is probably 
the saddest feeling in 
the world.” 

The message is 
that the elderly (and 
their relatives) must 
plan assiduously for 
their declining years, 
for they may go on 
for a long time. 

Margaret Haxton 
is the Manager of 
Rose Lawn, a 
Christian Care Home 
for the elderly in 
Sidmouth. She has 
been managing the 
home for five of the 
30 years she has 



mens 

CHRISTIAN FtUOWSHtP 

Reg. Charity no. 1063112 

Offers a link & support for Christians 
who care for a family member, 
friend or neighbour 

newsletter - contact - friendship 

For information contact 
Sue Jones. Tel: 017 9388 7068 
e-mail: sjones.ccf@ntlworld.com 



Carer’s Christian Fellowship 

This is a national interdenominational charity, which aims to 
offer support and encouragement for Christians who care for 
their friends, relatives or neighbours who need some support 
due to a disability, illness or old age. 

All carers have much in common and many find it a release 
to share with others who understand. Christians can support 
each other in prayer and share the reality of Christian 
experience in the middle of the stresses of caring. 

The Carers Christian Fellowship seeks to come alongside 
those whose lives have been touched by the experience of 
caring for someone close to them. A quarterly newsletter 
provides information for carers as well as encouragement 
through reflections, poems, letters and items written by 
carers about their own experiences. 

Various local groups meet together for prayer and fellowship 
and Quiet Days and Fellowship Days are arranged. Individual 
carers can also be linked up with others where requested. 

For more information please contact 
Mrs Sue Jones (Co-ordinator) Tel: 01793 887068 
e-mail: siones.ccf@ndworld.com 
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~ for clients who need help or care at home 

Live-in Housekeeper/Carers 
for several weeks or Longer-term over several mop 

* Fnt further details please contact 



Oxford Aunts Care 

. ^ Established 1 967 ^ 

Telephone 01865 7910I7 



BATHUFTSwtata 
Two Year Guarantee II 



ACCESS LIFTS 



£39 



O'*, 



It Lowers 



It Lifts 

Easy to dean 
& port 



THRU-FLOOR LIFTS 

Boated or Whaal c h al r 

Reconditioned from £3,500 

3TAIRLIFTS 

^■'TJewTsti^^ 

^ MSS . — ^ 

Reconditioned from 
£750 installed 



Curved rail stairlifts *3 ffjlever beaten onprice^ E 

AH m Have a 12 Maaffet No-QcIbMc GUARANTEE 

SALES - SERVICE - REPAIRS * INSTALLATIONS 
For $ Quality Affordable Service You can Trust 

HANOVER LIFTS of EXETER 

fb« fnlwillnf %f4daUiU - Caring for year Independence 

Tol: (01392) 461001 



worked with old peo- 
ple. The home is ter- 
rifically successful. 
When independent 
inspectors recently 
arrived unannounced, 
the care home held 
itself in the best possi- 
ble light, earning a 
glowing report. One 
passage reads: “The 
residents at Rose 
Lawn are clearly cele- 
brating their lives and 
their futures. They are 
assisted to do this by 
a well-motivated, 
empowered and com- 
petent workforce... A 
most telling comment 
from a resident who 
has short-term memo- 
ry problems and can 
become ‘muddled’ 
was ‘I don’t feel lost 
at all.”’ 

Mrs Haxton is 
modest and yet can- 
not hide her pride in 
the home’s good repu- 
tation: “When resi- 
dents come in, it is 
calm. There is such a 
thing as an ‘atmos- 
phere’ in a home, so 
it’s important that we 
get it right. 

“The ethos of the 
home is one people 
feel comfortable with, 
they like being looked 
after by Christians. It 
offers a certain 
amount of security if 
it is on a Christian 
basis. It won’t be run 
by whatever methods 
are in fashion. There 
will be continuity.” 

So is it just a mat- 
ter of attitude that 
distinguishes a 

Christian care home 
from an ordinary, sec- 
ular one? 



“There are words 
of scripture tastefully 
framed around the 
home, and cards 
around the door with 
Bible quotes on them. 
We have a bookcase 
of Bibles and hymn 
books, and another 
one with spiritual 
readings. The vicar is 
300 yards away, and 
he’s very involved in 
the home. He belongs 
to the ‘Friends of 
Rose Lawn’.” 

Of course, the 
problem facing those 
who are placing their 
relatives in care 
homes, as well as 
those who run them, 
is guaranteeing old 
people don’t have to 
forsake their free- 
doms or compromise 
on their hobbies. A 
few years back, much 
to my alarm, I 
received a card in 
which were inserted 
pictures of my grand- 



erly. How does a care 
home balance the 
polar needs of socia- 
bility with privacy? 
Margaret Haxton 
explains how their 
practical solutions 
include a ‘quiet’ living 
room in which resi- 
dents can have meet- 
ings with their 
lawyers or bank man- 
agers without having 
to hold them within 
the intimacy of their 
bedrooms. 

Margaret Haxton 
is mild mannered 
throughout the inter- 
view, so when she 
asks politely if she can 
answer one of the 
questions by “getting 
political”, I’m more 
than happy to encour- 
age her. After all, it’s 
people like Margaret 
Haxton who have the 
authority to speak to 



ma crossing a freezing 
river in January aided 
only by two ropes. 
How could you possi- 
bly patronise an old 
women more daring 
than her granddaugh- 
ter? 

“Promoting inde- 
pendence” is Mrs 
Haxton’s reassuring 
approach. 

“We like the resi- 
dents to think they 
are just ‘down-sizing’ 
their current life. It’s 
vitally important they 
are allowed to contin- 
ue the kinds of activi- 
ties they were doing 
prior to coming here. 
It’s our Christian duty 
to ensure they fulfil 
their lives.” 

The small matter 
of dignity is a key 
consideration for 
those making suitable 
provisions for the eld- 



Can we help you 
to Hear? 



For a Free hearing test and 
consultation, with no obligation 

Tel: 0118 9662812 

Hearing Care your localDigital Hearing 
Aid Specialists 

We can offer you- 

1. Free hearing test and consultation 

2. Service check on any existing aids 

3 The Latest digital hearing aid 
technology 

4. Totally Independent hearing aid 
advice 

5. Fully qualified Registered hearing aid 
dispensers RHAD 

6. Qualified in British sign language, if 
required. 

Visit us at - 

www.digital-hearingaids.co.uk 



politicians and the 
wider community 
about the real issues 
facing old people and 
those who care for 
them. 

“We need more 
government support. I 
do feel that elderly 
people are treated 
shamefully. That they 
have to sell their 
homes to pay for care. 

“I have known so 
many cases of couples 
where one partner 
needs care, but the 
other one doesn’t yet, 
still has to sell their 
house. Both lose their 
house to pay for one 
person’s care.” 

Mrs Haxton’s 
tribute is heartfelt: 
“There’s no money to 
look after the people 
we need to thank. 
They fought the 
wars!” 

For further details 
about Rose Lawn, 
please contact the 
manager, Mrs 

Margaret Haxton on 
01395 513876 
Rose Lawn, All Saints 
Road, Sidmouth, 
Devon, EX10 8 EX 



The Church of England Pensions Board 
Caring for those who have Cared for Others 

The work of the Pensions Board means much more than a 
pension at retirement for clergy, deaconesses and licensed 
church workers or for their widows or widowers. 

Retirement housing is an important aspect of the Board's 
work - assistance is available with a mortgage or a Pensions 
Board property to rent. In addition the Board offers supported 
housing or nursing care to those pensioners who are more 
elderly and frail, to help ease them through times which are, 
for some, full of anxieties about the future. 

The Board has supported housing in seven locations around the 
country, the newest of which, at Lytham St Anne's in Lancashire, 
was opened in January by the Bishop of Blackburn. Like all 
Board homes it has accommodation specifically designed for 
the needs of elderly people offering its pensioners, including 
clergy widows or widowers, support and security at a time of life 
when it is most needed. 4 7 

The capital for building these homes and their subsequent 
maintenance is provided from the charitable funds which also 
assist many Board pensioners who cannot afford the full cost of 
their support. These funds are completely separate from the 
pension scheme and receive no assistance from central Church 
finance. They have to rely solely on gifts and legacies from 
caring individuals and PCCs. 

Last year the charitable funds provided around £1 .6 million 
towards the running costs of its homes and continued support 
for these discretionary funds is essential if this aspect of the 
Board's work is to continue, and more pensioners are to be 
given help in times of need. Thank you. 



Our work 
is caring . . . 

With supported housing and nursing care, THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD offers security and peace of mind „ 
to all those retired from the stipendiary ministry, including 
Clergy Widows and licensed lay workers. 

Many of our pensioners may need help to pay for their care. 

Your donation or legacy will help us to continue this much needed 
work for those who have cared for others in the name of Christ. 

Please help 
us in any 
way you can. 

Thank you 

The Church of 
England Pensions 
Board (OD) 

Freepost Lon 898 
London 
SW1P 3YS 

Registered Charity No 236627 
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CONFERENCES 




TRAINING 



WORKSHOPS 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
Sung Eucharist 6pm) 
Wednesdays only: 1 .05pm 
Holy Communion 



JUNE 

‘"Wed 1-Sun 5 WOOTTON, 

Boars Hill, Oxford ‘Interpreted by 
Love’ Artweeks exhibition St Peter’s 
Church: paintings, music, words 
inspired by sacred songs. Free. 
01865 730079. 

Fri 3-Sat 4 SWINDON Streams 
in the Desert’ Bible Society event: 
mission to today’s culture outside 
the church. 01793 418100, www. 
biblesociety.org.uk/streams. 

Sat 4 OXFORD ‘Fuel for the Fire: 
Access All Areas’: moving you, your 
small group, your whole church 
further and deeper in worship. St 
Aldate’s Church 10am. £10. 01865 
£.254800. 

Sat 4 TUBNEY Summer Fete 
Tubney House grounds 2.30pm. 

Sat 4 LITTLE MILTON St James’ 
Church Garden Fete in The Manor 
grounds 2pm. 

Sat 4 BANBURY St Mary’s 
Church, Chipping Norton Choral 
Society: Tippett, A Child of our 
Time, 7.30pm. £12 on door. 01993 
830775. 

Sat 4 WING ‘Tasty Cakes and 
Healthy Plants’ from 9.30am out- 
side Old Paper Shop, High St. 

Sun 5 (and Suns 12, 26) THE 
LEE, Gt Missenden Lee Old 



Church open 3-5pm, cream teas. 
01494 793221, 837021. 

Sun 5 (all Suns) DENHAM St 

Mary’s Church open Suns and Bank 
Holidays 2.45-5pm, teas. 

Sun 5 (all Suns) KIDLINGTON 

St Mary’s Church open 12.30- 
5.30pm, teas (also Weds 2.30- 
5.30pm). 

Sun 5 (all Suns) WENDOVER St 

Mary’s Church open 2-5pm, teas. 

The 7 OXFORD Council of 
Christians & Jews discussion 8pm: 
Rabbi Tony Bayfield and Revd Dr 
Marcus Braybrooke (AGM 
7.30pm). Friends’ Meeting House, 
43 St Giles’. 01865 762156. 

Wed 8 EYNSHAM Lacey 
Theatre Co: The Street Bible Live, 
St Leonard’s Church 7.30pm. £6 on 
door. 01865 881323, 464307. 

Wed 8 LOWER BASILDON 

Church open to visitors 
1 lam-3 pm. 

Thu 9 NORTH LEIGH 

Introduction to Contemplative 
Prayer (Canon Martin Tunnicliffe), 
Turner Hall, Church Rd 11.15am- 
3pm. Bring lunch. 01993 868244. 

Thu 9 OXFORD ‘From Charity to 
Justice: the Future of the UK Debt 
Campaign’ (Jonathan Glennie, 
Christian Aid), St Giles’ Church 
12.30pm. Free. 

Thu 9 OXFORD Oxford Retired 
Clergy Association ‘Care in the 
Community for the Mentally 111’, 
Priory Room, Christ Church, 
10.30am. 01865 880572. 

Sat 11 ASTON TIRROLD Sea- 
sons of Prayer’ (Becky Fisher), 
Centre for Reflection, 10am-4pm; 
Bookings 01235 850423, 812042. 

Sat 11 BROUGHTON Grand 
Fete and Car Boot Sale in aid of St 
Mary’s Church. Broughton Castle 
2pm. 01295 722015. 

Sat 1 1 DIDCOT ConQordia cele- 



compiled by Clare Wenham 

JUNE 2005 

bration of music, St Peter’s Church, 
Newlands Ave 7.30pm. Tickets 
£7.50 01235 210525. 

Sat 11 CHALFONT ST PETER 

All Saints’ Church Musical Festival 
jazz evening and barbecue 7pm. 
01753 882425, 883384. 

Sat 11, Sun 12 CROWMARSH 
GIFFORD St Mary Magdalene. 
Flower Festival. Refreshments, pro- 
duce. £1. Sat: 10am-6pm. Sun: 
10.45am-6pm, Songs of Praise. 

Sun 12 LOWER BASILDON 

Church open to visitors 2-4pm, 
Evensong 6pm. 

Sun 12 TYRINGHAM with FIL- 
GRAVE Grand Traditional Fete: art 
show, archery, model helicopter 
diplays. Tyringham House 2.30pm. 

Thu 16 OXFORD Whither 
China?’ (Sir Richard Evans, fomer 
UK Ambassado^Beijing). St Giles’ 
Church 12.30pm. Free. 

Thr 16 CAVERSHAM The Oak 
House Quiet Garden open 
10am-3pm. Bring lunch. Led medi- 
tiations. 0118 947 6067. 

Fri 17 ROTHERFIELD PEP- 
PARD ‘A Fair Wind’: music from 
time of Trafalgar. All Saints’ Church 
8pm. Retiring collection. 0118 972 
2844. 

Sat 18 OXFORD ‘Fresh Expres- 
sions of Church’ day conference 
(Steven Croft), 10am-4pm; bring 
lunch. Wycliffe Hall, 54 Banbury 
Rd. £16. 01865 274212. 

Sat 18 OXFORD Suites, Sonatas 
.& Variations (Raymond Burley, 
guitar), St Giles’ Church 7.30pm. 
£5 on door. 

Sat 18 THE LEE St John the 
Baptist Church Fete 2-5pm village 
green. 01494 837309. 

Sat 18 THAME London Com- 
munity Gospel Choir, Thame 
Leisure Centre, Oxford Rd 7.30pm. 
Tickets £10 01844 213491, 214466. 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events 
and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your 
events to door@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. 

The deadline for the July issue is Wednesday 8 June 



Sat 18 MNGHOE AND PnSTONE 

summer fete ‘movie magic theme’. 
Opened by John Bercow MP at 
2pm. In aid of St Mary’s Church. 
01296 668336 

Sat 18, Sun 19 ALDWORTH 

near Streatley, St Mary’s Church 
Flower Festival. Teas, stalls 
10.30am -6pm. 

Sun 19 CHALFONT ST PETER 

All Saints’ Church Musical Festival 
‘Drumjam’: drumming for all fami- 
ly 3pm. 01753 882425, 883384. 

Thu 23 CHALFONT ST PETER 

All Saints’ Church Musical Festival: 
piano recital 01753 882425, 

883384. 

Fri 24 FINGEST Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and anoint- 
ing at Holy Communion 10.15 am. 
01491 571231. 

Fri 24-Sun 26 ELLESBOR- 
OUGH Parish Church Patronal 
Festival. Fri: Concert 7.30pm, Swan 
Singers, Bakehouse Buskers. £8 
01844 343897. Sat: Festival 

10am-5.30pm. Sun: 10am-5pm, 
refreshments. Choral Evensong 
6pm, preacher Bishop of Oxford. 
01296 6113052. 

Sat 25 BARTON 
HARTSHORNE Afternoon teas, 
strawberries, cakes, bric-a-brac St 
James’ Church 2.30-4.30pm. 

Sat 25, Sun 26 MILTON 
KEYNES ‘Make Poverty History’ 
activities, Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone. 01604 864600, www. 
comerstonemk.org.uk. 

Sun 26 OXFORD Church of the 
Holy Family, Blackbird Leys cele- 
brates incorporation into Moravian 
Church: service 4pm. 01865 

396241. 

Sun 26 BENSON Concert at St 
Helen’s Church by Sharon Wames 
on violin and Jeremy Boughton, 
piano. Donations in aid of tsunami 
relief. 01491 836310. 



Notices 

Arms Trade Day of Prayer 
Sunday 12 June 

Campaign Against Arms Trade 
(CAAT) Christian Network , 11 
Goodwin St, London N4 3 HQ, 
tel. 020 7281 0297, website 
www. caat. org.uk . 

Church of England Guild of 
Vergers 

Training Conference, 27 June-1 
July, for all who do the work of 
verger, with or without the title. 
Richard Falla, 8 Selhorne Road 
West, Barbourne, Worcester 
WR1 3JG, tel. 01905 612031. 

Storage needed 

I am going on a one-year sec- 
ondment to Kimberley & 
Kuruman Diocese and need a 
dry, secure space (equivalent to a 
garage) to store our belongings 
(Sep 2005 - Aug 2006). Revd 
Pqul Cowan, All Saints' Church, 
Wokingham, tel. 0118 989 
2772, e-mail paul @all - 
saintswokingham. org. uk. 

Hymn books needed 

Parish needs up to 12 copies of 
Mission Praise music edition 
(1990) and Hymns Ancient & 
Modern New Standard full music 
edition (1983). Willing to pay 
fair price. Revd Ben Phillips, The 
Vicarage, Wykham Lane, 
Bodicote, Banbury OX15 4BW, 
tel. 01295 270174. 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 

Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



June Open 
Gardens 

Sat 4, Sun 5 STRATTON 
AUDLEY Scarecrow competition, 
teas; start at church 2pm. £3. 

Sun 5 LETCOMBE BASSETT 

12-5pm cream teas, Pimms, BBQ, 
cakes, plants. £4. 

Sat 11, Sun 12 ASTON 
ABBOTTS 2-5 pm Flower 
Festival St James’ Church. 

Sat 11, Sun 12 0LNEY 

Cowper & Olney Museum 
Gardens. Teas, plants, spinning 
and weaving Sun. £1.50. 01234 
711516. 

Sat 18, Sun 19 PADBURY 

Plants, refreshments, 12th- centu- 
ry church open, parish records on 
view. 2-6pm. 01280 814199. 

Sat 18, Sun 19 STEWKLEY 

Eleven gardens 2-6pm. Teas, 
painting exhibition, plants, floral 
display in church. £4. milbury@ 
supanet.com. 

Sat 18, Sun 19 ISUP Grand 
Fete, flower festival, many activi- 
ties 01865 370451, 376693 
(eves), 07981 887363, harrietbay- 
ly@ yahoo.co.uk 
Sun 19 BERRICK SALOME 
Teas, music, plants, cakes. 01865 
891208. 

Sun 19 CHURCHILL Teas All 
Saints’ Church 2.30pm. 01608 
659241. 

Sat 25, Sun 26 ADSTOCK 

Twelve gardens. Teas, homemade 
cakes in churchyard, plants. 
2-6pm. 01296 713655. 

Sun 26 UPTON Ten gardens, 
11th-century church open. Plants, 
pottery, art, teas. 12-4pm. 

01235 850486. 

Sun 26 LOUGHTON, Milton 
Keynes 11.30am- 5.30pm. 

Flower Festival, refreshments All 
Saints’ Church. £4. 01908 
568624. 



* 



June Prayer Dia 






compiled by Pam Gordon 









‘ Blessed are those whose strength is 
in you, who have set their hearts on 
pilgrimage.' Psalm 84:5 
In the power of the Spirit and in 
union with Christ, let us pray to 
God our Father for: 

Wed 1 Mursley Deanery. Area 
dean - Catherine Dytr: synod lay 
chairman - Annie Cooper: youth 
worker - Mark Berry; ecumenical 
representative - Siv Tunnicliffe 
Thu 2 Cheddington with 
Mentmore and Marsworth: cler- 
gy - Roger Hale, Marion Hance. 
Fri 3 Brickhills and Stoke 
Hammond: clergy - John Waller. 
Ivinghoe with Pitstone and 
, Slapton: clergy - Tracey Doyle. 
Sat 4 We join the tenth annual 
day of worldwide prayer for chil- 
dren at risk, praying for the chil- 
dren and those who seek to bring 
safety and a healthy environment. 
We pray for all in the diocese 
involved in the policy and practice 
of child protection. As the dioce- 
san Spiritual Care for Older 
i People Project team meet to pro- 
vide training today we pray for 
their ministry and all who visit 
older people. We pray for those 
responsible for the care of vul- 
nerable elderly residents in our 
parishes. 



SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 5 Those exercising responsi- 
bility in diocesan boards, commit- 
tees and councils; see Diocesan 
Year Book for details. 

Mon 6 Linsdale: clergy - 
Catherine Dyer, Winifred Jone; 
licensed lay minister - Russell 
Stannard. 

T be 7 Newton Longville and 
Mursley with Swanboume and 
Little Horwood: clergy - John 
Kinchin-Smith, Lucy Holt. 

Wed 8 Stewkley with Soulbury 
and Drayton Parslow: clergy - 
Peter Lymbery, John Hibbard; 
churchwardens during vacancy. 
Thu 9 Wingrave: clergy - Bob 
Willmott, Siv Tunnicliffe. 

Fri 10 Wing: clergy - Bob 
Willmott, Siv Tunnicliffe. 

Sat 11 BARNABAS the 
APOSTLE. Vale of the White 
Horse Deanery. Over the past five 
years the deanery has undergone 
considerable re-organization with 
four out of five new stipendiary 
clergy, two non-stipendiary house 
for duty priests and much group- 
ing of parishes. With the last 
vacancy filled, we ask prayers for 
renewal that we may go forward 
in the love of the risen Christ in 
our mission to bring the Vale to 



the knowledge of Christ. Acting 
area dean - David Colby; synod 
lay chairman - Jeff Greenhalgh; 
ecumenical representative - E. 
Boyd; youth worker - Simon 
Faulks. 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 1 2 Those exercising respon- 
sibility for deanery groups and 
activities, synods, committees, 
working parties. 

Mon 13 Ashbury, Compton 
Beauchamp and Longcot with 
Femham: clergy - Michael Starr, 
Ken Weaver; licensed lay minister 
- Rodney Elton. 

The 14 Cherbury with Gainfield: 
clergy - Joy Hance; churchwar- 
dens during vacancy. 

Wed 15 Great Coxwell with 
Buscot, Coleshill and Eaton 
Hastings: clergy - John 

Noddings. 

Thu 16 Faringdon with Little 
Coxwell: clergy - Charles Draper; 
licensed lay minister - G. Scott- 
Brown. 

Fri 1 7 Shrivenham and Ashbury: 
clergy - Richard Hancock, 
Michael Starr; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Anne Bell, Rodney Elton. 
Sat 18 Stanford-in-the-Vale with 
Goosey and Hatford: clergy - 



Michael Wenham, Paul Faint, 
Charles Patterson; licensed lay 
ministers - Jill Smith, Peter 
Stallabrass. 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 19 Those exercising respon- 
sibility within parishes on PCCs, 
especially secretaries, treasurers 
and churchwardens. 

Mon 20 Uffington, Shellingford, 
Woolstone and Baulking: clergy - 
Rosanna Martin, Jim Payne; 
licensed lay minister - Susan 
Saunders. 

Ibe 21 Witney Deanery. Thanks 
for a good heart among the 38 
churches in the deanery and for 
the work of churchwardens and 
fellowships. Thanks for the 
growth of Anglican-Methodist 
relationships throughout the 
deanery with shared services, etc. 
Prayer for the current ‘mapping 
exercise’, vocations, generous giv- 
ing and the outreach in the two 
new housing estates in Carterton 
and Witney. Area dean - Roger 
Billings; synod lay chairman 
Lynda Blair. 

Wed 22 Bampton with 
Clanfield: clergy - David Lloyd; 
licensed lay ministers - Arthur 
Pont, John Leach. 



Thu 23 Burford with Fulbrook 
and Taynton, Asthall with 
Swinbrook and Widford: clergy - 
Richard Coombs, Stuart Allen. 
Fri 24 Brize Norton and 
Carterton: clergy - Roger Billings, 
Roy Turner. 

Sat 25 Cogges and South Leigh: 
clergy - Andrew Sweeney, James 
Howson, Penny Joyce, Tim Edge; 
licensed lay ministers - David 
Page, Nick Pike, David Smith, 
Richard Young. Remember those 
who are to be to be ordained priest 
by the Bishop of Buckingham 
today at St Mary’s, Wendover: 
Amanda Bloor, Emma Coley, 
Peter Holmes, Gill Lovell. 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 26 Those who are to be 
ordained deacon today at Christ 
Church Cathedral by the Bishop 
of Oxford: Emma Antoine, David 
Archer, Ryan Green, Jonathan 
Herapath, Miri Keen, Elizabeth 
Moxley, Rachel Wigram, John 
Wigram, John Parkei; Jonathan 
Arnold and Charlotte Bannister- 
Parker. Those to be ordained 
priest by the Bishop of Reading at 
St Mary, Reading: Mark Ackford, 
Alison Cooper, Peter Jarvis, 
Raymond Obin, Diane Parish, 



Neil Watkinson, Helen 
Wilkinson. Those to be ordained 
priest by the Bishop of Dorchester 
at St Mary, Kidlington: Helen 

Azer, Jason St John Nicolle, 
Shaun Henson and Rachel 
Webbley. Representatives or 
advisers for different aspects of 
church life, in parish, deanery, 
diocese and nationally. We pray 
for their specific interests and 
responsibilities, their corporate 
contribution to communication 
within the church and between 
the church and community. 

Mon 27 Ducklington St Barthol- 
omew: clergy - Bob Edy; licensed 
lay ministers - David Adams, 
Judith Levermore, David Holme. 
Tile 28 Lower Windrush: clergy 
- Sarah Sharp; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Ian Blair, Lynda Blair, 
Renaldo Marslin; pastoral assis- 
tant - Alison Shaw. 

Wed 29 Shill Valley and 
Broadshire: clergy - Harry 

Machines, Liz Johnson, Neville 
Usher-Wilson. Minster Lovell: 
clergy - Adrian Gabb-Jones. 

Thu 30 Witney Team Ministry: 
clergy - Ian Cooper, David 
Childs, John Cook, Clair 
Titcomb; licensed lay ministers - 
Rosemary Peirce, Sally Down, 
David Exham. 



- - 
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‘Quiet day’ companion 



b y Jane S .ig rist 




QU IE T S PA CES - 
EXPL QRI Njg 
PRAYER AND 
SPIRITU A L ITY. 
V OLUME ONE: 
CREATION AND 
CREATIVITY 
Ed. Becky Winter 
(BRF) 



AS the title suggests, this new 
journal provides inspiration for 
the discovery of your own ‘quiet 
spaces.’ In his introduction 
Bishop Colin Fletcher reassures 
those of us of us who may ‘feel 
wary of non-conventional kinds 
of spiritual expression that dis- 
turb our own ideas of what faith 
demands,’ that... ‘the God 
whom we worship encompasses 
every form of human experi- 
ence.’ Themed poems, medita- 
tions, prayers and articles then 
encourage the reader to step out- 
side their comfort zones to try 
new ways of encountering God. 

In this opening edition, sub- 
jects range from ‘What is creativ- 
ity?’, ‘Painting our prayers,’ and 
‘Saint Francis for today,’ to 
‘Creation’s window on suffer- 
ing,’ ‘Why go on retreat?’ and 
‘Musings of a middle-aged mys- 
tic’. Contributors include 



(amongst others) BRF regulars 
David Winter, Margaret Silf, 
Rob Gilliori and Veronica 
Zundel. Input and feedback are 
invited. 

I loved this book, finding it an 
invaluable companion on a 
recent quiet day. I appreciated 
the sheer diversity of ideas, sim- 
ply put, but with plenty of 
pointers to further resources. 
This is a book for dipping into 
and musing over, not for ripping 
through in a single session! And 
how refreshing to discover a 
publication which maintains a 
balance between being and 
doing; the cerebral and the prac- 
tical. (Although a friend and I 
did have a giggle at the exhorta- 
tion to ‘give birth to your 
images!’). Of course, we are not 
all expected to be Van Goghs, 
rather to ‘let go and let God’ 
lead us into new areas of prayer 

My only criticism is that 
‘Quiet Spaces’ is only quarterly. 
I can’t wait until the next edi- 
tion - theme: ‘The journey’ is 
published. 

Jane Sigrist is married with 
two teenagers and worships at 
St Nicolas , Newbury. She is 
studying for a Certificate 
in Christian Studies. 



A children’s prayer ‘bible’ 



bv Rebecca Pavelev 

WHAT age did you first start 
praying? I shared a room 
with my sister and I 
remember we both learnt 
different bedtime prayers, 
which we would take turns 
each night to say. I can still 
quote mine today and just 
thinking of it instantly 
recalls the illustration that 
ran alongside it - Jesus 
walking, holding the hand 
of a small child and look- 
ing down at him. The 



image and the words 
instantly bring back a sense 
of closeness and belonging. 
This is what I would like to 
pass to my children, so the 
hunt for a book of prayers 
(yes, I still have mine but its 
a bit tatty now) has been 
on for a while. Rebecca 
Winter’s Prayers for 
Children is a wonderfully 
illustrated, meticulously 
compiled book of prayers. 
Written for older children 
(I reckon from six years up) 
it immediately acknowl- 



edges and addresses what 
we all remember, the ten- 
dency to use our childhood 
prayers to do ‘deals’ with 
God. 

There are hundreds of 
prayers, the traditional and 
the new, those from the UK 
and those from across the 
world. There are prayers 
that don’t mince words, 
that reflect children’s ques- 
tioning: ‘Why the collaps- 
ing buildings/Why the 
dying people/Why when 
they had so little/Why 



should they have nothing?’ 
And though I was sad 
‘my’ prayer isn’t included 
(though my sister’s, Jesus 
Tender Shepherd Hear Me, 
is) this is a wonderful 
resource for youngster#. 
Definitely one for our 
bookshelves! 
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Encouraging a ‘thinking faith 



by Nata l ie Abbott 

I LIKE books with lots of 
Bible references. Reading 
them, you know with what 
authority they speak. What 
they are saying is not just any 
old person’s ideas, but God’s 
teaching; and this book is all 
about God’s teaching. 

In the preface Richard Taylor 
directs us to the great com- 
mandment in Mark 12:30 
where we are taught ‘you must 



bv Derek Walker 

THIS CD - a compilation of 
major Christian artists cover- 
ing some of U2 greatest songs 
- is a direct response to pleas 
from Bono for Christians to 
produce something that helps 
relieve the AIDS/HIV crisis in 
Africa. 

While some artists almost 
re-create the originals - 
TobyMac’s Mysterious Ways 
is particularly successful - 
others firmly plant their own 
stamp, such as Jars of Clay, 
who brand All I Want Is You 



with their unplugged style of 
Americana. Tait’s passionate 
cover of One is arguably bet- 
ter than U2’s original. 

This collection also shows 
how much U2’s greatest songs 
owe to their faith. The simple 
idealism of their teenage days 
produced songs of praise and 
peace like Gloria and Sunday 
Bloody Sunday, while later 
came the Philip Yancey- 
inspired Grace - a word that 
frequently appears in Bono’s 
writing, and a song that 
would enhance our worship 
in church. 



But strikingly good as most 
artists are here, the real suc- 
cess is that the proceeds from 
the CD go to World Vision’s 
work with AIDS in Africa, 
particularly in Zambia, and 
that it will help to relieve 
much suffering. 

Derek Walker lives and wor- 
ships in Abingdon. 
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ARTisTS in Staged Glass 

David Was ley 

thA.ATC.DipAD.FRiGP. 

ConsERyAtopJr 

RESfoRivfion Specialist 

01494 773712 
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The Parish of Upper Holloway. 

St. Mary's, Ashley Rd.; St. John s. Upper Holloway; 

St. Andrew's, Whitehall Park; 

Ideal for someone contemplating ordination or mission 
partner service, this evangelical/charismatic inner London 
parish is seeking two half time lay assistants for a year 
from August/September, to join our existing volunteer 
who is staying on. 

You would assist in the ministries of the churches in 
discipleship and evangelism. This might involve small 
group development, individual pastoral care and 
mentoring, visiting, and assisting in the day to day running 
of the church with other duties to be negotiated according 
to your gifts and interests. Each assistant would work at 
one of the three churches in the team with the team vicar 
of that church. 

We could offer accommodation in a comfortable three 
bedroom flat, plus working expenses. You would need to 
find a half time job or additional external funding to 
support yourself. We would also offer training and 
reflection on ministry to all three volunteers together, 
making this a valuable preparation for future ministry. 
This is an exciting opportunity in a dynamic team where 
fresh opportunities for outreach and growth are opening 
up. 

To find out more contact Rev'd Rob Powell on 020 7686 
2293, by email at revrobpowell@bigfoot.com, or write to 
The Vicarage, 43 Dresden Road, London, N19 3BG. 
Closing date for applications 16th June 2005. 



DIRECTOR 

Full or part-time, needed to encourage 
enthusiastic RSCM choir at 

CHRIST CHURCH, READING 

Please contact Fr. David M. West 
4 Vicarage Road, Reading RG2 7AJ 



Under New 
Management! 

We hope very much that you 
enjoy the June edition of 
the Door 

This is the first issue 
produced by Young 
Communications Media 



love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, all your soul, all 
your mind, and all your 
strength’. He draws our atten- 
tion to the ‘mind’ part of this 
command and it is this that 
forms the focus for his book. 

As Christians we must 
know what we believe; we 
must know the teaching of the 
bible; ‘our doctrine’. And if 
we needed any more reason, 
he points out that in 1 



Timothy 4:16 we are told: 
‘Keep a close watch on your- 
self and on your teaching. Stay 
true to what is right, and God 
will save you and those who 
hear you.’ From this basis, 
What Every Christian Ought 
to Know (CWR £6.99) seeks 
to explain as clearly as possi- 
ble some of the basic doctrines 
of the Christian faith. 

In easy to read question and 
answer format, this book tack- 



les the basics of what we believe 
and should (or ‘ought’ to!) know, 
as Christians. Where did the 
Devil come from and what’s he 
up to? Does God Caus # 
Everything That Happens to me? 

This is written to encourage 
Christians to be ‘thinking 
Christians’; to ask questions 
about their faith and to find 
the answers, so that, as it says 
in 1 Peter 3:15, you can 
‘always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks 
you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have’. 



Singing to relieve suffering 
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A new addition to the 
famous range of Lion 
Children’s Bibles 

100 stories from the Old and New Testaments retold 
with warmth and dignity 'by Lois Rock, and 
complemented by sumptuous iconic illustrations 
from top artist Christina Baiit For ages 7-13. 





CHILDREN’S 



... Mmmm 

0 7459 4936 3 224 pages, hardback 



are available from all good bookshops, ^ 
inteiet booksellers or from www.lionlHidsflii.com. 
they can be ordered by credit card direct 
Book Services by calling 01235 465511. 
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Over this last week, 
and for the first time 
since being in 
Wendover, I have 
a been to a couple of 
functions in the 
Parish in my role as 
Church representa- 
rive. There were other members 
of the community representing 
their various institutions and 
interests. The second of these 
functions was up at RAF 
Halton, a Spring Reception 
which involved not just drinks 
and canapes, but a parade by 
some of the RAF recruits and a 
fly-past by a spitfire! 

On our way home, Mark 
(the vicar) and I were reflecting 
* on the evening, and perhaps 
predictably, the highlight for 
Mark was being ‘that close to a 
spitfire!’ For me, however, 
much less used to this kind of 
function, I was struck by the 
role the Church plays in shar- 
ing community life. Perhaps 
there is a danger in the post- 
modern trend of consumerism 
that the Church becomes less 
connected to its community as 
fewer worshippers live in the 
parish, choosing instead to 
shop around and choose a 
church that suits them best. 

1 This would be a pity, for along- 
side politicians, head teachers 
of schools, patrons of local 
charities, the Church has a sig- 
nificant role to play in sharing 
our beliefs, our oudook and 
our priorities within the com- 
munity context. 




Em Coley 



VIEW FROM THE 
PARISH 



in taking my first 
wedding at which 
I felt the same 
privilege at shar- 
ing this important 
day with the 
bride and groom 
and their families 
and friends. Being right up at 
the front with the couple and 
so being a party to the mean- 
ing and intimacy with which 
they made their vows was 
very special. It also made me 
realise what a crucial role the 
minister plays in making the 
wedding ceremony meaning- 
ful, yet comfortable, serious 
and yet relaxed. I hoped that 
slightly twisting the tradition 
of telling the groom (rather 
than the bride) that he looked 
very nice would help the 
whole congregation to relax! 

Sharing significant moments 
in people’s fives has become 
important to me and my hus- 
band Lee recently, as we 
shared with our congregations 
on Easter Sunday the news 
that we are expecting our first 
baby in November. Our 
announcement was met with 
great joy and loving support, 
and somehow the prospect of 
having a baby whilst sharing 
in the church families of St 
Mary’s and St Michael’s 
makes everything a bit more 
special. After all love, encour- 
agement, support, joy, fellow- 
ship - isn’t that what families 
are for? 

Em Coley is in the first year of a 



I was also involved this week curacy at Wendover with Halton 



In the footsteps of St 
Birinus: the pilgrim 
walk to Dorchester 

In the first of an occasional series on pilgrimages, we trace 
the history behind the route which hundreds of pilgrims will 
take on Sunday 3 July as they follow the St Birinus pilgrim- 
age. Why not take part yourself and collect 'pilgrim stamps 7 
along the way.? Full details are available at www.dorchester- 
abbey.org.uk or from the Rector, Revd Sue Booys. 



ST BIRINUS was a Benedictine 
monk of the monastery of St 
Andrew in Rome, the same 
monastery which produced St 
Gregory the Great and St 
Augustine of Canterbury. He 
was sent to Britain by Pope 
Honorius I to ‘sow the seeds of 
our Holy faith in the distant 
lands beyond the Kingdom of 
the English, where no other had 
been befo|p him’. He landed on 
the soutnroast in 635 and with- 
in a year had converted Cynegils, 
the King of the West Saxons. 

According to tradition, 
Birinus and Cynegils first met on 
Chum Knob near Blewbury, 
where our pilgrimage starts. 

He later baptised the King 
beside the river Thame, close to 
the spot where the present 
Dorchester Abbey stands. 

When he died in 650, Birinus 
was buried in the church he had 
built in Dorchester In about 680, 
his relics were transferred to 
Winchester, one of the churches 
he had founded, and shrines to 
him were erected in Abingdon, 
Dorchester and Winchester: The 
shrines were later destroyed by 
King Henry VIII. 

The pilgrim walk is 12 miles 
long and starts at Chum Knob, 
where you will receive the first 
stamp in your ‘pilgrim passport’ 



and goes across the floodplain to 
the Abbey. The route takes in six 
historic churches, two Iron Age 
hillforts and the Iron Age dykes 
of Dorchester. It will culminate 
in a procession into the Abbey 
for a service led by the Bishop of 
Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen 
Cottrell. 

Refreshments are available 
along the route and there will be 
a barbecue after the service. 

John Crowe, the former Rector 
of Dorchester was an avid pil- 
grim, organising the St Birinus pil- 
grimage in his day, as well as fol- 
lowing the pilgrim route to 
Santiago de Compostela. In a 
recent article on pilgrimages for 
the Quiet Spaces journal, he said: 
‘From prehistoric times it has 
been natural for people to walk 
to holy places. Walking gives 
the chance for reflection; it gives 
a sense of purpose, direction 
and goal. Most of the world's 
major religions share in this 
experience of significant jour- 
neying. It has always been part 
of the Jewish/Christian tradi- 
tion-seen as a foretaste of the 
journey every individual makes 
from birth to death, from earth 
to heaven.’ 

With thanks to Philip Clayden and 
Linda Francis, who supplied the mate- 
rial on which this article is based. 



artwork by Linda 
Francis , copyright 
Dorchester Abbey 



Ss Peter A. Paul 
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TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and 
Cottas • Albs • Stocks • Vergers and 
Preaching Gowns • Preaching Scarves 
• Stoles • Hoods • Girdles and 
Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC •LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 
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friendsfirst 

A proven way to meet 
Christian friends and 
potential partners. 

A discreet service 
which puts 
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My soul waits for the Lord 
more than those who wait 
for the morning, more than 
those who wait for the 
morning. 0 Israel, hope in 
the Lord! Psalml30:6,7 

On the walls of an eastern 
city there were watchmen 
whose task it was to look for 
the sunrise and then let the 
citizens know that a new day 
had dawned. That’s the image 
behind this lovely piece of 
Hebrew poetry. The watch- 
men didn't for a moment 
doubt that the dawn would 
come, and that its bright rays 
would drive away the shad- 
ows and light up the streets. 

Their hope, in other words, 
was expectation, not a vague 
wish of the kind we some- 
times express in modern 
English - ‘We can only hope’. 
Theirs was a deep-seated 
trust, a confidence in divine 
providence: the sun would 
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rise, the day would dawn. 
That is the notion of hope 
that runs through Scripture 
like a silver thread. It 
excludes, rather than 
embraces, doubt about the 
outcome. In short, it is a term 
which is fundamental to the 
life of God’s people. They 
should ‘hope in the Lord’, 
who is reliable and trustwor- 
thy, who does what he says 
and fulfils what he promises. 
To hope in God is, if one can 
put it this way, to back a 
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certainty. 

In the earlier part of the 
Hebrew Scriptures (what we 
call the ‘Old’ Testament) 
hope is usually seen as tem- 
poral blessing from God - 
long life, many children, vic- 
tory, land, cattle and so on. 
In the great Hebrew 
prophets, however, hope 
begins to look to the future, 
to the coming of the messian- 
ic kingdom and even the res- 
urrection of the dead. It is 
that notion of hope that is 
carried over into the New 
Testament, where hope, 
according to St Paul, is one of 
three things that ‘abide for 
ever’. We have only to con- 
trast that with the cold word 
‘hopeless’ to recognize how 
central hope is to human life 
and human happiness. 

Adapted from David Winter's 
new book 'Old Words, New 
Life' (BRF £6.99) 
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